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LWV DIVERSITY POLICY

The League of Women Voters
recognizes that diverse perspec-
tives are important and necessary
for responsible and representative

decision making.
The LWVCA affirms its commit-
ment to actively seek diversity in
its membership, leadership and

programs.

LWVCA Education Fund is a member
of Community Shares

APRIL UNITS:
WHAT IS PUBLIC HEALTH?

Public Health is the art and science
dealing with the protection and improvement
of community health by organized civil efforts and including preventive medicine
and sanitary and social science. Public health focuses on entire
populations, not on individuals.

The scope of public health is wide. Very briefly, public
health fights infectious diseases through preventative
inspections, monitoring the incidence of disease, etc; prepares
for disasters both natural and created; studies behaviors that
affect health such as increased gun violence or obesity; and
develops and influences policies to improve the health of
communities.

Public Health professionals treat the community – the
individual physician treats the individual patient. As such,
public health is primarily handled by health departments.
Hamilton County has more health departments than any other
county in the state. This month, unit discussions will look at
the two largest departments – Hamilton County and Cincinnati. Map on page 10.

VISITORS FROM IRAQ
By Alice Schneider

On February 17,
2011, four Iraqi women
visited the League of
Women Voters’ office.
The U.S. Department of
State sponsored the visit
as an International
Visitor Leadership
project entitled “Women
as Political Leaders.”
The program introduced
participants to a range of
accomplished women
leaders, such as elected
officials, community
activists

Photo Caption: L-R - Intisar Al-Hasawee, Samar Al-
Zorbaty, Susan Banoun, Anwar Hasan, Alice
Schneider, Ahlam Wtefi.(continued on page 9)

Individual
medical
professionals
treat
individual
patients;
Public
health
professionals
treat the
community.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT
By Linda Wihl, Interim Executive Director

The spring flowers burst through the snow a couple of weeks ago.
Despite how gray it’s been lately there is plenty of cause for hope!  Anyone
who has an interest in politics should keep the faith as well.

It has been an honor to serve you the last three months. Though I never
felt worthy of the title interim director, I have accomplished the tasks I
agreed to:
• designing an on-line version of the strategic planning survey the board
had written and compiling results
• preparing an administrative summary for the new executive director to
ease the transition
• assisting the board with strategic planning

Over fifty members took the survey. Along with these statistics the
board considered the valuable comments submitted as well.
Here are some highlights from the results:

• Although 91% of respondents indicated Hamilton County as our focus, 41% felt that expanding services to
Warren and Butler was very important, 36% somewhat important.

• Respondents felt that the most important age group to target was the 35-55 category with the under 35 group
coming in a close second.

• The top five priorities were:
Membership Recruitment 50%
Sponsoring Forums & Debates 44%
Speakers’ Bureau 32%
Letter Writing: officials 24%
Letter Writing: editor 20%

The administrative summary has been drafted and board members are reviewing it for accuracy and additions.
As a play on “Who & What,” I called it “Who does What?” Those who’ve looked at the summary feel it will serve as
introduction for the new executive director and will be valuable for board training and other purposes as well. I learned
a great deal putting it together and am very grateful to Marjorie Davies and Sue Gorman for their in-depth interviews!

That strategic planning process continues. Much of what was discussed at the planning session is reclaiming
and re-visioning what we already do; but there are some
innovative ideas as well.  A task force has been appointed
to clarify the goals and develop more long term objectives.
The goal is to complete the plan at the June board retreat.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve such an
amazing group of women and men!  You do great work
that is vital to the well-being of our community!

LWVCA 2010-11 Board of Directors:
President: Melissa Currence
President Elect: OPEN
Treasurer: Kim Thompson
Secretary: Glenda Bernstein
Vice President, Program: Nancy Dawley
Vice President, Fund Development: Marjorie Davies
Vice President, Administration: Pinky Kokoshis
Vice President, Voter Service: Susan Banoun
Director, Public Relations: Alice Schneider
Director, Membership: Mary Van Ausdall
Director, Unit Coordinator: Susan Lehman
Director, Planned Giving: Dee Shaffer

Interim Director: Linda Wihl

The Voter is the official
monthly newsletter of the

League of Women Voters of
the Cincinnati Area.

Editor: Rina Saperstein.
Office Staff: Susan Gorman.
Proofer: Melissa Currence

Layout and design:
Kit Berger.
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CLEAN AIR ACT: A New Approach to Regulating Greenhouse Gas Emissions

With the demise of cap-and-trade legislation during the 2010 session of Congress, the climate action spotlight
has shifted to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Clean Air Act (CAA). Efforts are now underway to
block EPA regulation of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.

By Eleanor Revelle (LWVIL and LWVUS Climate Change Task Force Member)
Produced by the LWVUS Climate Change Task Force

Clean Air Act of 1970
In April 1970, Congress passed the Clean Air Act and created the EPA to implement the new law. Over the 40

years that the CAA has been in effect, it has yielded dramatic public health and environmental benefits. CAA programs
have achiefved major reductions in dangerous air pollutants that cause smog, acid rain, and lead poisoning. The EPA
reports that this has prevented hundreds of thousands of premature deaths, has helped millions avoid developing respira-
tory ailments and heart disease, and (by banning leaded gasoline) has greatly reduced the incidence of low child IQ.

The benefits of these advances have far exceeded the costs of compliance. An EPA analysis of the CAA’s first 20
years found that the dollar value of the human health and environmental benefits amounted to more than 40 times the
costs of regulation. For the 1990-2010 period, as requirements have become more stringent, the EPA estimates a benefit-
to-cost ratio or four to one.

CAA programs also spurred growth in the U.S. environmental technologies industry. By 2007, the industry was
generating $282 billion in revenues, producing $40 billion in exports, and supporting 1.6 million jobs. Innovations include
catalytic converters, scrubbers, and low-VOC paints and consumer products.

U.S. Supreme Court Ruling
Concerns about global warming pollution led Massachusetts and 11 other states to sue the EPA over its failure to

regulate greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from the transportation sector. In a 5-4 decision in April 2007, the U.S. Su-
preme Court ruled that carbon dioxide and other GHGs meet the definition of “air pollutants” under the CAA. The Court
directed the EPA to determine whether or not GHG emissions from new motor vehicles cause or contribute to air pollution
that may endanger the public health or welfare.

The EPA responded by conducting an extensive examination of the scientific evidence and in 2009 made a
determination - the “endangerment finding” - that GHG concentrations in the atmosphere do threaten the public health
and welfare of current and future generations. The EPA also found that GHG emissions from new motor vehicles contrib-
ute to the atmospheric concentration of these gases and , thus, to the threat from climate change. Once the EPA had issued
its endangerment finding, the agency moved ahead to finalize proposed GHG emissions standards for light-duty motor
vehicles.

The Clean Cars Rules
The EPA partnered with the Department of Transportation (DOT) to set increasingly stringent standards for GHG

emissions and fuel efficiency for passenger cars and light-duty trucks for model years 2012-2016. The federal rules mirror
California’s Clean Car Standards, also adopted by 13 other states, and set a target of 35.5 miles per gallon (mpg) for 2016
model-year vheicles. These new standards surpass the 2007 federal fuel economy law, which required an average fuel
economy of 35 mpg in 2020. The EPA estimates that the new rules will ciut GHG emissions by 960 million metric tons
over the regulated behicles’ lifetime, equivalent to taking 50 million cars and light trucks off the road in 2030.

The EPA and DOT have since proposed emissions and fuel efficiency standards for heavy-duty trucks and buses,
beginning in the 2014 model year, and will set further standards for light-duty vehicles for model yeras 2017 and beyond.

Stationary Source Regulations
The EPA is also phasing in regulations for major stationary sources of GHG emissions (e.g., power plants, indus-

trial facilities). As of January 2, 2011, rules requiring new or substantially modified facilities to obtain permits that
address their GHG emissions have begun to take effect. These facilities must make use of “best available control tech-
nologies” to minimize GHG emissions.

(continued on page 4)
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In addition, the EPA has established
a timeline for setting limits on GHG emis-
sions for both new and existing power plants
and oil refineries. The EPA will propose
new rules for power plants in July 2011 and
for refineries in December 2011. Final rules
for power plants will be issued in May 2012
and for refineries in November 2012.
Together, power plants and refineries
account for about 40 percent of all U.S.
GHG emissions.

Challenges to EPA Regulations
Opponents of the new rules are

working to block or delay EPA regulation of
GHG emissions. Several dozen legal
challenges to EPA’s recent actions have been
filed by a variety of business and industry
groups and by several states and members of
Congress. In Congress, bills have been
introduced that would amend the CAA to
exclude regulation of GHGs, limit the use of
EPA funds, and delay regulation of GHG
emissions for two years.

The League of Women Voters
stongly opposes efforts such as these to
undermine the EPA’s ability to establish the
urgently needed clean air protections called
for by the CAA. It’s time for action - time to
reduce dangerous global warming pollution
and safeguard “the public health and welfare
of current and future generations.” For more
details, see the Clean Air Defense section of
the LWVUS Toolkit for Climate Action
(www.lwv.org/climatechangetoolkit).

ADDRESS GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE:
Letter to US Senators Leahy and Graham
By LWVUS and 22 other civic, religious and environmental groups

On behalf of the millions of members and supporters of our faith-
based, development and environmental organizations, we urge you to
support appropriations for international investments to address the causes
and consequences of a changing climate. The fiscal year 2011 total
international appropriations for these investments should be no less than
that enacted in FY 2010. These modest international investments–less than
3 pennies of every 100 federal dollars spent–are vital to promote global
stability and security, create economic opportunities for U.S. businesses
and workers, address global health challenges, and ensure cost savings
through disaster preparedness measures.

Recognizing the need to invest in addressing these vital concerns,
the President appropriately proposed to increase FY 2011 investments in
global forest conservation, community resilience, and clean technology in
developing countries from the levels enacted in FY 2010. Holding total
appropriations at FY10 levels will mean deferring critical investments,
but—if necessary—it is preferable to reducing these programs in the face
of a serious and growing need.

We especially urge you to oppose the drastic cuts to international
climate change funding passed in the House Continuing Resolution, H.R.
1. The House bill slashed funding for critical efforts to promote resilience
to extreme weather impacts, reduce tropical deforestation, and invest in
clean technologies in developing countries. Such cuts are short-sighted as
they undermine U.S. economic and security interests as well as threaten
our past and present investments in poverty alleviation and development.
Funding for climate programs should be part of strong overall
development assistance and should not lead to cuts in complementary
humanitarian, development, and conservation programs in any way.

Extreme weather variability spurred by a changing climate will
exacerbate food insecurity, water scarcity, and natural disasters in some of
the most volatile regions of the world. Supporting disaster-preparedness
among poor communities will help avert global instability caused by
migration, displacement, and conflicts over scarce resources, protect
development gains, and save major costs down the road in emergency
relief and military engagement.

Similarly, maintaining critical forest ecosystems is essential to
reduce natural resource losses that can lead to food insecurity as well as
reduce the incidence of illegal logging that can undercut legitimate
agricultural and forest product producers in the U.S. and elsewhere, foster
stronger economic linkages with strategically important economies, and
helps support sustainable economic development and carbon emission
reduction in developing countries.

By developing new markets for technologies and services to
reduce emissions and build resilience in developing countries, we can help
build a thriving global market that presents enormous innovation and job
creation opportunities for U.S. businesses.

We understand there are many competing priorities and challenges
that must be addressed in the U.S. budget, yet cutting these already modest
international investments in climate change programs will bring losses to
our nation and others that far outweigh any marginal gain.

The EPA has taken steps to ensure
that the new rules do not affect small
stationary sources, such as small busi-
nesses and farms, schools, or churches.
CAA permitting requirements apply to
facilities that emit more than 100-250
tons/year of a regulated pollutant such as
lead, sulfur dioxide, and nitrogen dioxide.
GHGs are emitted in much higher vol-
umes than these pollutants. The EPA,
therefore, issued a “tailoring rule” that
raises the threshold for GHG emissions so
that only the largest sources would be
subject to the permitting requirements.
The thresholds GHG emissions are
75,000-100,000 tons/year.

(Continued from page 3)
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ABOLISH THE DEATH PENALTY IN OHIO
By League of Women Voters of Ohio, March 2011

LWV-Ohio Advocacy Position on Capital Punishment:
Support abolition of the death penalty and a moratorium
on use of the death penalty.

Ohio Supreme Court Justice Paul E. Pfeifer has stated that
after helping to construct and enforce Ohio’s
current death penalty law, he has “come to the
conclusion that we are not well served by our
ongoing attachment to capital punishment.” Terry
Collins, former Director of the Department of
Corrections, and the Catholic Bishops of Ohio have
also called for the abolition of the death penalty.

Three independent studies in the past few
years—by the League of Women Voters of Ohio
(2005), the AP (2005) and the American Bar
Association (2007)—provide sufficient evidence to
re-examine and abolish our state’s system.
Following a comprehensive study of Ohio’s death-
penalty system, (http://www.lwvohio.org/assets/
attachments/file/Dealth_Penalty_Study[1].pdf), the
League concluded in 2005 that Ohio’s death
penalty should be abolished because it is not a
deterrent, and because of significant inequities in
its application, including:

• systemic bias against minorities
• violations of due process
• inequalities in legal representation

These problems have not been resolved.
Yet the State of Ohio is scheduling seven more executions this year.
The League of Women Voters of Ohio urges Governor Kasich to call
for a moratorium on the use of the death penalty. We ask the
General Assembly to abolish capital punishment in Ohio. Justice
must be served for all.

LWVO STATEHOUSE DAY: APRIL 7
Join us in Columbus – and bring a friend! –

April 7, 2011, as the League of Women Voters of Ohio
presents 2011 Statehouse Day. We are pleased to
announce that Secretary of State Jon Husted will be our
lunch keynote speaker and will provide an update on his
just released election reform proposals. In addition, Fred
Andrle, a retired National Public Radio host whose

program was known for inspiring
conversation, will kick off the day with a
discussion of Civil Discourse, the theme of
this year’s event. There will also be
enlightening and energizing workshops
focused on the state budget, education,
healthcare, redistricting and criminal justice
system reform.

If you would like to meet with your
legislator while in Columbus, LWVO will
schedule meetings during the afternoon
session time. You will be accompanied by a
member of the Lobby Corps and trained to
discuss LWVO’s advocacy agenda.

Please note that the date of Statehouse
Day 2011 is now Thursday, April 7. (This is
one day later than the original date.)  The
location will be the Vern Riffe Center, 31st

floor, as it has been in the past. The
registration deadline is March 30!  See you
there!!

We look forward to having you join us
for this invigorating, thought-provoking, and

particularly League activity! And, save May 13-15th now
for the 59th Annual LWVO State Convention:
Sustaining Democracy through Sustainable Communities
at Maumee Bay State Park. For more information about
both events, visit www.lwvohio.org.

NEW CLEAN WATER ISSUE FOR OHIO
By John Hunter, LWVCA Natural Resources Committee

An enormous bed of oil-containing Utica Shale underlies eastern Ohio. Leasing of private lands is underway with a high
likelihood that hydraulic fracturing (called “fracking”) will be used to recover oil. This type of oil recovery involves injection of
millions of gallons water, sand and chemicals into the shale to open cracks through which gas and oil flows into the well. Part of
the water returns to the surface laden with drilling chemicals, heavy metals and radioactive materials from the shale. It must be
cleaned and recycled or pumped into deep wells; chemical wastes removed from the water must be disposed of safely.

Reports of household well water contamination by the industry in Ohio and other parts of the country and the inability of
some waste water treatment plants to remove radio nucleotides from treated waste entering rivers elevate this as a clean water
issue. The March 7 Wall Street Journal reported that in Ohio Governor Kasich has appointed David Mustine, a former oil field
service executive, to be the Director of ODNR and tasked ODNR “with a study whether there is a way to make drilling legal in
state parks.” With a projected budget deficit of $8 billion, the 12 1/2 % royalties would be welcomed. The oil shale underlies a
depressed area of the state and leasing revenue and jobs are powerful incentives to proceed.

LWVO President, Meg Flack, has sent a letter to the ODNR, conveying the League’s position “for the significant
strengthening of appropriate regulation, oversight, inspection, and penalties associated with the development of fossil fuel
resources.” LWVO expressed concern for the potential for serious environmental damage from fracking and expressed support
for a one-year moratorium on the issuance of new permits.

Note Regarding
Ohio SB 5,
Public
Employee
Collective
Bargaining:
LWVO does not have a
position on the
collective bargaining
legislation being
discussed at the
Statehouse. For
example, the state
government finance
position only
addresses taxes; it
does not address
collective bargaining.
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FINANCIAL FITNESS DAY
Saturday, April 2, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Conaton Learning Commons, Xavier University Campus.
Sponsored by United Way and community partners.

Financial Fitness Day features free workshops, one-on-one expert consultations on topics like housing,
credit, foreclosure prevention and financial planning; state public benefits screenings; tax preparation services;
document shredding; and fun give-a-ways including grocery/gift cards, shredders and a flat-screen TV. The day is
planned to be fun, informative and beneficial to individuals and families in the community. Check out http://
www.uwgc.org/FinancialFitnessDay to pre-register and for more information.

CITIZENS BUDGET PROJECT:

• What does a safe community look like to
you?

• What services do you want from your police
department?

• How should citizens and neighborhoods
contribute to public safety?
Every other year, City Council sets a police

budget without discussing our goals for community
safety or the different methods for achieving it. With
Cincinnati’s budget crisis ($20 million deficit
projected for 2012) and police spending over 1/3 of
the operating budget, now is the time for citizens to
talk about these issues. Citizens for Civic Renewal
(CCR) is creating a report to help citizens understand
the options available to create neighborhood safety.
Please attend one of the community dialogs. There
will be no experts, just citizens discussing what is
important to them. We’ll incorporate your feedback
into the report and use it to guide the research.
Meeting dates:
April 20  7-8:30 pm, Aquarius Star, 329 Ludlow Ave
April 25  7-8:30 pm, Madisonville Recreation

        Center
April 26   7-8:30 pm, Westwood Town Hall
April 27   6-7:30 pm, Downtown Public Library
May 3, 4   TBA
May 7  10:00 am - 12 noon College Hill Recreation

        Center
For more information: www.citizenscivicrenewal.org.
or call Carolyn Miller.

REFORMS TO OHIO ELECTION SYSTEMS
Source:  LWV Ohio

There has been significant progress in improving Ohio’s
election system over the past few years—in no small part because
of the League’s federal lawsuit and its settlement. But further
improvements are needed. We are pleased that Secretary of State
Jon Husted intends to address some of the remaining deficiencies.
See Secretary of State Husted’s proposals at: http://
www.sos.state.oh.us/SOS/PressReleases/2011/20110228.aspx

We hope, however, that his proposals will not in fact
constitute a step backwards. Some of our initial thoughts on the
reforms proposed are as follows:

• We agree with the Secretary that the Internet, with
appropriate safeguards, could be an excellent tool to
enable voters to register online and update their
registration information.

• The League has long supported a reliable statewide
database, but steps must be taken to ensure that efforts to
enhance the database do not result in the purging of valid
voters.

• The League is concerned about some elements of the
Secretary’s proposal, particularly those relating to
identification. There is no evidence of any significant
fraud in the past when voters’ signatures served as the
only identification, and the League would favor a return
to that system. We would strongly oppose a move to yet
more stringent identification requirements and caution
that use of the full social security number will create
great concern among voters fearing identity theft.

• We urge the Secretary not to limit the mailing of
applications for absentee ballots by elections boards,
which we believe contributes to greater participation in
the electoral process. Ideally, all boards of elections
should be required to mail out applications for absentee
ballots to all voters.

• Any shortening of the early voting period must carefully
weigh convenience to the boards of elections against the
inconvenience to voters.
More dialogue is needed. The League hopes to work with

the Secretary of State to develop a comprehensive package of
reforms that result in real improvement to Ohio’s election system.

Neighborhood Safety & Policing
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TWIN STREAM RESERVE: A NEW PARK ON MILL CREEK
By John Hunter, LWVCA Natural Resources Committee

A new 30 acre park at the confluence of the East Fork Mill
Creek with the main stem of the Mill Creek in Sharonville will be built
by the Mill Creek Watershed Council of Communities (MCWCC) with
grant money from OEPA. The park, named the “Twin Stream Reserve,”
will convert frequently flooded land into a combination of floodwater
retention ponds, wetlands, wildlife viewing platforms, and public access
trails. Channel and stream bed modifications will improve water quality
and improve aquatic life. LWVCA is a member of the MCWCC and
represented on the Board of Trustees by a member of the Natural
Resources Committee.

This park is one of many significant steps in addressing problems with storm water runoff within the Mill Creek
Watershed that have led to pollution and flooding and a troubling increase in resident sewage fees. A ground breaking
ceremony marking the beginning of the project was held at the site on Tuesday, March 1, 2011 which included addresses
by county, city and agency officials. Four LWVCA members attended the ceremony.

LWVCA Natural Resources Committee Member,
John Hunter at the16th Annual Mill Creek
Cleanup on April 24, 2010;   Join the MCWCC for
the annual cleanup in April 2011 (Date TBA).

2011 NEIGHBORHOOD SUMMIT
Saturday, April 2, 2011 7:30 am - 4:30 pm
Cintas Center, Xavier University
Sponsored by Invest in Neighborhoods, City of
Cincinnati and Community Building Institute

The Ninth Annual Neighborhood Summit is a
singular opportunity for grass roots volunteers to
participate in the direction of the City’s emerging
comprehensive plan, interact with city officials, and to
learn from their peers how to more effectively make improvements in their own neighborhoods. Exciting sessions to
choose from in three general categories: policy, character, and making impact. The Kick-Off Dinner, held the evening
before on April 1, features Shelley R. Poticha, the Director of the Office of Sustainable Housing and Communities in
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Tickets for the dinner are $25.

The 2011 Neighborhood Summit is also the next step in the PLAN Cincinnati process; a number of sessions
throughout the day will be dedicated to PLAN Cincinnati. Help set priorities and shape the future of our city!

Register for the Neighborhood Summit online at http://www.investinneighborhoods.com/register.html by
MARCH 25th to reserve your space and to make your lunch selection!
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FUND RAISING REPORT
By Marjorie Davies, VP Fund Development

Thanks to all our loyal supporters – you’ve put the League and Education Fund on target to meet our fiscal year
revenue goals. Individual and memorial contributions as well as corporate and foundation grants are above targets.

We are pleased to welcome PNC Bank as a new corporate sponsor. John Ruthven’s donated prints auctioned at
Visions by Jonas Karp of Main Auction Galleries were a terrific success, and Susan B. Anthony Luncheon silent auction
bidders and donors (see list below) were very generous. Attendance at the Visions and Susan B. Anthony events was strong
and provided good PR and camaraderie, although net revenue was somewhat short of goals. Member participation in
monitoring union elections has netted over $400, and Kroger cards and Community Shares donations continue to provide
steady income.

Our fund raising team is now working to secure grants and sponsorships for this fall’s nonpartisan voter guides Who
& What of Elections and Smartvoter.org. Join us by contacting Marjorie Davies or Sherrie Heyse.

We Thank our Silent Auction Donors
Many thanks to our local business community, members, and guests who made this year’s Susan B. Anthony Luncheon silent
auction a big success!  The beautiful items you saw on display were donated by:

Glenda Bernstein
Cincinnati Art Museum
Cincinnati Ballet
Cincinnati Bengals
Cincinnati Museum Center
Cincinnati Opera
Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park
Cincinnati Reds
Cincinnati Shakespeare Company
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Gardens
Crabtree & Evelyn at

Kenwood Towne Centre
Dave and Buster’s
Nancy Dawley
Denny McKeown’s Bloomin’

Garden Centre
Ensemble Theatre of Cincinnati
Ferrari’s Little Italy & Bakery
Graeter’s
Sherrie Heyse
Lora Jollis
LWVCA Anderson, College Hill,

Hilltop, Metro Day, and
Northeast Evening units

LWVCA Housing Committee
Kenwood Towne Centre
Know Theatre of Cincinnati
Pinky Kocoshis
Mitchell’s Fish Market
Natorp’s Garden Stores
The Snooty Fox
The Taft Museum of Art
The Fresh Market in Oakley
The Esquire and Mariemont Theatres
Vera Bradley, Inc at

Kenwood Towne Centre
Wild Birds Unlimited in Montgomery

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
By Mary Van Ausdall, Director Membership

LWVCA Members - 431 and counting!

Our Cincinnati League — one of the first in the country and now in our
92nd year — continues to draw people of voting age to participate and to
join!

? Can you recall how many years you have been a member?
? Has being a member added to your knowledge about candidates

and electoral processes?
? Has being a member added to your sense of connection to civic

processes?
? Has being a member added to your urge/need to advocate about

key social issues?
How the League has added value to your life is important to you;
conveying it may influence others to join.
Will you send a short email or post message up to 150 words about the
value of the LWV in your life? Send emails to:
membership@lwvcincinnati.org, type your answer on the League’s
facebook page, or send by mail to: Membership, LWVCA, 103 Wm.
Howard Taft Rd, Cinti, OH, 45219. Thank you.

When you patronize our business donors, please thank them for supporting the League.

The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political
organization, encourages informed and active
participation in government, works to increase
understanding of major public policy issues, and
influences public policy through education and
advocacy. Membership in the League is open to men
and women of all ages.
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( continued from page 1)
and successful business women, who are dedicated to
elevating the status of women by combating both the formal
and informal processes that contribute to their social
exclusion.

Leaguers Susan Banoun and Alice Schneider
welcomed the women when they arrived. There were four
Iraqi women leaders: Ms. Intisar Al-Hasawee, Director,
Committee for the Resolution of Real Property Disputes;
Ms. Samar Al-Zorbaty, Government Staff Member,
Financial Department; Ms. Anwar Hasan, Baghdad
Provincial Council Member; and Ms. Ahlam Wtefi, Babil
Provincial Council Member.

We discussed and compared voting procedures in
both the U.S. and Iraq. The Iraqis asked us why we spend so
money in our elections, why the media concentrates on the
appearance of women, and why the media dwells on the
quirks of individual candidates instead of issues.

We asked if they were satisfied with the direction
that Iraq has taken and they replied that all is not perfect
yet, but progressing. Some of the women mentioned that
they had a bad impression of Americans because of the long
occupation of Iraq. However, they said that upon meeting
with many Americans they saw us as friendly and likeable.

LWVCA SUMMER TOUR:  GREEN ZOO!
June 25, 2011

The Cincinnati Zoo’s Go Green initiative addresses wind power, green
building, water conservation, storm water management, solid waste
management, land stewardship and energy efficiency. It includes a solar array
due to begin producing 20% of the zoo’s electricity by April 2011.

The League of Women Voters will visit the Zoo on Saturday, June 25,
2011 for a tour of changes to facilities and grounds designed to make the Zoo an
outstanding example of green design and construction. Sites will include the new
solar panel roofed parking lot, rain gardens, green roofs, and the LEED certified
Harold C. Schott Education Building.

After a welcome and explanatory program by Thane Maynard, Zoo
Director and Mark Fisher, Cincinnati Zoo’s Senior Director of Facilities and
Planning, zoo volunteers will lead groups of 8 - 10 to visit green sites. Members
can individually interact with guides in a small group setting to learn about each
design and development. Groups and destinations will be organized to accommodate the physical capability of members. A
parallel presentation will continue at the Education Building for those who prefer not to make a walking tour. This will also
serve as an inclement weather alternative to the walking tours.  Groups will return to the Education Building for wrap-up
session in the auditorium at 11:30.

The visit is open to League members and their guests and will not be open to the general public.  Further details will
be available in next Month’s Voter.

“If you ignore beauty, you will soon find
yourself without it. But if you invest in
beauty, it will remain with you all the days
of your life.”
- Frank Lloyd Wright

It’s a good time to plant a tree!

Arbor Day  - April 29, 2011
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:  CHRISTEN BROWNE
Christen Browne is Unit Chair for the Central Evening Unit and a member of the Transportation Committee.

Q: Tell me a bit about you, your job and family as introduction:
A: I grew up in Dayton, but both sides of my family are from Cincinnati going back a
couple of generations. My boyfriend Gregg is from the West Side, and my niece Abby
is almost 2 so there is never a dull moment! I currently work in Human Resources at
Chiquita - and yes we get free bananas!

Q: When, how and why did you become a league member?
A: In high school, I attended a debate that was hosted by the League in Dayton, and I
thought it was a really great organization with a strong mission. But, as for my
involvement in LWVCA, I blame Melissa Currence - she and I became good friends
at Xavier University, and she asked if I would like to come to the League with her. I’ve
been involved ever since!

Q: What do you enjoy about league membership?
A: I really enjoy the fact that the League keeps me informed during elections with a nonpartisan viewpoint that I know is
trustworthy. I also enjoy the service that the League provides to voters in general and the fact that the League is a strong
advocate for issues that have been soundly researched. I just attended my first Dinner with the League and had a wonderful
time.

Q: What community/neighborhood do you live in and what do you like about it?
A: I live in Hyde Park, and I love that it is close to the city and has a lot of restaurants and shopping.

Q: What have you been reading lately? What do you do for fun?
A: I just read American Wife by Curtis Sittenfeld for my book club. I like to travel, go to the movies, and play with Abby in my
free time.



LEAGUE NEWS  page 11

CALENDAR:
APRIL UNIT MEETINGS
Discussion Topic: Health Care
Administration in Hamilton County
Unit meetings are our grassroots discussions,
located at different places and times so that there’s
always one convenient for YOU! This is your
chance to get involved. All meetings are open.
Come, and bring a friend!

2nd Monday 4/11/11
Hilltop: 1:00 pm Home of Donna Dansker
Northeast Evening: 7:00 pm Madeira Public

Library, Euclid and Miami Ave

2nd Tuesday 4/12/11
College Hill and North Central:  JOINT
MEETING: 11:30 am Pizza meeting Friendship

United Methodist Church, Springfield
Pike & Fleming Rd

Warren County: 7:30 pm Mason United
Methodist Church, 773 Mason-
Montgomery Rd.

2nd Wednesday 4/13/11
Anderson: 7:00 pm Anderson Government

Center, 7850 Five Mile Road
Central Evening: 7:15 pm League Office,

103 Wm H Taft

2nd Thursday 4/14/11
Eastern Day: 12:00 noon with brown bag lunch,

Marjorie P. Lee Home, 3580 Shaw Ave

3rd. Wednesday, 4/20/11
Metro Day: 12:00 noon League Office,

103 Wm H Taft

*Note: College Hill and Hilltop meet in individual
member homes. Please see your membership
directory or call the office or your unit chair for
these addresses.

HOUSING FORUM:
Options for People with Mental
Disabilities
May 3, 2011, Tuesday, 7:00 - 8:30 pm
Sycamore Senior Center
4455 Carver Woods Drive, Blue Ash

• What housing options exist today for people with
mental disabilities?
•  Are there still large institutions? Group homes?
Community services to support independent living?
•  Are the services adequate to meet the needs?

Where does funding come from?

The purpose of this forum, presented by
the LWVCA, is to inform citizens about current
policy, practices, and issues surrounding housing
for people with mental disabilities. This program
will be of particular interest to people with family
or friends with mental disabilities and citizens
inerested in Hamilton County levies and the
services they support.

Panel discussion will be moderated by Elizabeth
Brown.

LWVCA Annual Meeting May 18
The Annual Meeting is scheduled for

Wednesday, May 18, 2011 at the Marriott Kingsgate
Conference Center, and we have a real treat in store
for you. The new Editor and Vice President of the
Cincinnati Enquirer, Carolyn Washburn, will be our
guest speaker, and this promises to be a very
informative evening. Watch your next VOTER for
additional details, and SAVE THE DATE!

“I’d be happy to speak at your event. It sounds right
up my alley. I love your tagline - Making Democracy
Work. That is how I think about my work as well.
Count me in.” Carolyn Washburn, Editor Cincinnati
Enquirer.

Don’t forget Dinner with the League -
Monday, March 28 at 6:00 pm
Marriott Kingsgate Conference at UC.
Speaker: Mark Godsey, Director and Co-Founder of
the Ohio Innocence Project. Cost $25.
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APRIL MEETINGS
All meetings are open to the public and are held at the League Office,

address above unless otherwise noted. Bring a friend!
Monday      April 4    6:30 pm   Board Meeting
Monday      April 4   Voter Registration Deadline for May Primary
Thursday    April 7    8:30 pm  LWVO Statehouse Day, Vern Riffe

Center, Columbus
Thursday    April 14  7:00 pm  Natural Resources Committee
Friday        April 15 Voter copy for MAY AND JUNE due to Editor
Monday      April 18  7:00 pm   County Government Committee
Monday      April 18  7:00 pm   Health Care Committee
Wednesday April 20 Reservation Deadline for Dinner with the League
Monday     April 25   5:30 pm  Dinner with the League

   Kingsgate Marriot, $25.
Wednesday April 27  5:30 pm   Program Development Committee
Thursday    April 28   10:00 am Voter Collating, North Central,

   Anderson Unit in Charge
… and coming up in May:
Tuesday      May 3     Primary Election, Hamilton County (includes

partisan primary for councils and mayors of Hamilton County
villages, townships and municipalities).

Tuesday      May 3    7:00 pm   Housing  Options for People with Mental
Disabilities, Sycamore Senior Center

Thursday    May 12   LWVO State Board Meeting
Fri-Sun       May 13-15LWVO Convention 2011, Maumee Bay State Park
Wednesday May 18   LWVCA Annual Meeting, Kingsgate Marriott

welcome. Take the opportunity now to support our
work promoting democracy and civic engagement.
Dues include Cincinnati, Ohio, and National member-
ship, including newsletters from each.

Individual - $60.00
Household - $80.00
Student - $25.00

Dues pose a hardship. I can pay ___________

Optional deductible contribution to LWVCA:
                                               _____________
Name:
______________________________________

Address:
_____________________________________

Phone:
______________________________________

Email:
______________________________________
Mail to LWVCA, address above

Join the League of Women Voters
...where hands on work to safeguard democracy
leads to civic improvement.
All citizens, male and female, 18 years and older, are

See our website www.lwvcincinnati.org for more information on
upcoming events.

League of Women Voters of the Cincinnati Area
103 Wm. H. Taft Rd.  Cincinnati, OH 45219
513-281-8683  Fax: 513-281-8714
info@lwvcincinnati   www.lwvcincinnati.org



     

 
Join Us for 

DINNER WITH THE LEAGUE 
Sponsored by the League of Women Voters of the Cincinnati Area 

 

Monday, March 28, 2011 

 
Speaker:  Mark Godsey 
  Director and Co-Founder  
   of the Ohio Innocence Project 
     

Topic:  “The Innocence Project: Making Justice Personal” 
 

5:30 Social Time; 6:00 Dinner; 6:45 Speaker 
 

At the Marriott Kingsgate Conference Center at UC 
151 Goodman Drive, Cincinnati, OH 45219 

 
(Complimentary Garage Parking or Valet Parking Available) 

Directions to Kingsgate: West on Wm. H. Taft to slight rt. on Jefferson; slight left on Vine St. to rt. 
on Goodman Dr. Signs direct you to Conference Center and valet parking or parking garage.  

 

For additional information, call 513-281-8683 
Make your reservation by Mar. 25th by sending the following form and check or registering and 

paying online at www.lwvcincinnati.org. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please reserve ___ seat(s) for Dinner with the League at The Kingsgate Marriott Conference 
Center on Monday, Mar. 28, 2011 at 5:30 PM. 
 
Name(s)____________________________________ Telephone #_______________ 
 
Address______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Dinner preference is (Check one for each person attending. You will be responsible for the $25 
charge.): 

 
___ Chicken Picatta with Lemon Caper Sauce 
___ Pesto Crusted Cape Capensis (mild fish with a sweet flavor) 
___ Vegetarian Lasagna 

 
All above entrees include salad, vegetable, rolls, coffee or tea, and dessert. 
 
_____Amount enclosed ($25.00 per meal, gratuities included) 
 
 

____I will be coming only for the presentation following the dinner at no cost. 
 
 

Send reservation, meal choice, and check for $25.00 per person (payable to “LWVCA”) by 
Mar. 25th deadline to: LWVCA, 103 Wm. H. Taft Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45219.   

 



 Housing Options for People  

         with Mental Disabilities 

 
   A Public Informational Forum 
  

   May 3, 2011, Tuesday 

         7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

    At the Sycamore Senior Center  

4455 Carver Woods Drive, Blue Ash 
 

 

What housing options exist today for people with mental disabilities? 

 

Are there still large institutions?  Group homes?  Community services to support 

independent living? 

 

Are the services adequate to meet the needs?   

 

Where does funding come from? 
 

The purpose of this forum, presented by the League of Women Voters of the Cincinnati Area, is 

to inform citizens about current policy, practices, and issues surrounding housing for people with 

mental disabilities.  This program will be of particular interest to people with family or friends 

with mental disabilities and citizens interested in Hamilton County levies and the services they 

support. 

 

Panel discussion moderated by Elizabeth Brown, HOME (Housing 

Opportunities Made Equal), with representatives from: 

 

 Hamilton County Developmental Disabilities Services 

 Hamilton County Board of Mental Health & Recovery Services 

 Center for Independent Living Options 

 
Sponsored by the League of Women Voters of the Cincinnati Area  

 

For more information call the LWV, 513-281-8683. 

 



Many entities perform public health functions and 
local health departments are often responsible for 
the most basic services such as insuring a safe 
food supply and identifying infectious disease 
outbreaks that affect us daily. Hamilton County 
has more health departments than any other 
county in Ohio (see map on front cover).

As the city and county face continuing budget cri-
ses, merging of the two largest health depart-
ments, Cincinnati and Hamilton County, has been 
discussed as a way to save money. Cincinnati 
City Council requested and received a feasibility 
study of such a merger. Presently there appears to 
be no action towards a merger since it was deter-
mined that it would take at least two years and 
would save no money in 2011. It remains to be 
seen whether or not any long term thinkers will 
take up this issue in the near future.

Below we give a brief description of the two de-
partments; history, governance and funding, fol-
lowed by a comparison of functions. Concluding 
the buff pages is a brief synopsis of the merger 
feasibility study.

History
Established in 1826 under the charter of the City 
of Cincinnati, The Cincinnati Board of Health was 
created to meet the public health needs of citi-
zens.

In 1867, the Cincinnati Health Department organ-
ized itself to accomplish new tasks of surveying 
local housing, establishing a permit system to 
safeguard shipments of milk, systematically sur-
veying alleys and privies, and developing one if 
the nation’s first health departments to offer 
hands-on medical care to the indigent. The Board 
of Health assigned physicians to various wards of 
Cincinnati to make medical visits to the poor.

The Department’s first public clinic and separate
Public Health Nursing Bureau were established in 
1920.

In 1919 the Ohio Legislature enacted The Gris-
wold Act. This act created minimum requirements 
for local health departments in every community 
of the state and became the operational founda-
tion for the Hamilton County General Health Dis-
trict.

Prior to 1919, each municipality or township in 
Ohio operated as its own health district, Cincin-
nati’s having been established in 1826. More than 
2,100 health districts existed in Ohio in the first 
two decades of the 1900s, with little oversight 
from the State Board of Health.

The Hughes Law and subsequent Griswold Act, 
which received widespread support from labor 
unions, women’s organizations and medical pro-
fessionals, created a public health model for the 
country by organizing local health districts into 
city and county areas of populations of 25,000 or 
more.

At a minimum, each district was required to em-
ploy a full-time health commissioner, a nurse and 
a clerk. In addition, each district was required to 
have a five-member board of health, with the 
health commissioner serving as administrative or 
executive agent of that board. A newly reorgan-
ized State Department of Health was given more 
oversight over local health districts, though local 
health officials retained the authority to resolve 
local issues. In addition to monies collected at the 
local level, a $2,000 state stipend was given to 
each local health district to assist in carrying out 
public health duties in their respective jurisdic-
tions.

Today, both Cincinnati and Hamilton County 
maintain their departments and boards of health. 
Although there are 4 other health departments in 
Hamilton County (see map on front page of the 
VOTER), we have limited these buff pages to the 
two largest – Cincinnati and Hamilton County.

League of Women Voters of the Cincinnati Area April 2011
103 Wm. H. Taft Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45219

TO MERGE OR NOT TO MERGE
Public Health Administration in Hamilton County



Cincinnati Today
The mission of the Cincinnati Health Department 
is “To work for the health and wellness of Cincin-
nati citizens, employing methods that include sur-
veillance, assessment, disease prevention, health 
education and assuring access to public health 
services. The Health Department is committed to 
providing programs and services, facilitating 
partnerships, promoting wellness and advocating 
prudent, ethical and effective health policies.”

The department continues to provide a safety net 
to the under- and uninsured by operating eight 
neighborhood health centers offering on-site medi-
cal, dental, behavioral, pharmacy and laboratory 
services to more than 35,000 patients in 2010.

The Cincinnati Health Department is responsible 
to the Cincinnati Health Board. This is an inde-
pendent board whose members are chosen by the 
mayor and approved by council. As an independ-
ent board, it determines how the budget is allo-
cated, and can make resolutions policy decisions 
without Council’s approval. (See Cincinnati 
Dept. of Health Table of Organization)

FUNDING and BUDGET 
City Council allocates funds to the Cincinnati 
Health Department (CHD) as part of the City’s 
budgeting process. Funding from the City has de-
creased from 23 million dollars in 2007 to 
17.3 million dollars in 2010. Over the same pe-
riod, CHD has been able to increase its other 
sources of funds from 14 million to 19.2 million 
dollars, without sacrificing vital services.

Strategic pursuit of outside funding, increased 
revenues for clinical services, program consolida-
tion, use of technology for improved efficiency 
and a dedicated, innovative staff have all con-
tributed to CHD’s ability to weather budget chal-
lenges. The Cincinnati Health Department receives 
no funds from the Indigent Care Levy.

FEDERALLY QUALIFIED HEALTH CENTERS
In 2009, a collaboration between the Cincinnati 
Board of Health and the City of Cincinnati Pri-
mary Care Board earned City health centers 
Federally-Qualified Health Center (FQHC) Look-
alike status. This designation means the ability to 
provide expanded and improved services, and al-
lows a higher level of reimbursement for services 
from payer sources such as Medicare and Medi-
caid, which has helped to fill the gap of decreas-
ing funds coming from the City of Cincinnati.

Achievement of FQHC status places CHD in a 
unique position to participate in health care re-
form initiatives and activities. By already having 
the structures and resources in place for the actual 
provision of a wide variety of health care services, 
CHD is well prepared for new programs under 
health care reform.

Hamilton County
The purpose of Hamilton County Public Health is 
to work with the community to protect the public 
health and environment. By providing education, 
inspections, health care coordination, and data 
analysis we strive to assure that the citizens of 
Hamilton County are safe from disease, injury 
and contamination.

Board of Health
Hamilton County Public Health is governed by a 
five member Board of Health and day-to-day 
functions are carried out by the Health Commis-
sioner. The Board has the authority to adopt 
rules, regulations and resolutions, which have the 
same status as law, and to enact policies within 
Hamilton County. 

Board members are appointed to five-year, over-
lapping terms and at least one member must be a 
physician. According to Ohio Revised Code, all 
appointments to the Board of Health must be 
made with due regard to equal representation of 
all parts of the jurisdiction served by Hamilton 
County Public Health. In order to achieve this rep-
resentation, four of the 5 members are appointed 
by the District Advisory Council, which is com-
posed of the President of the Hamilton County 
Commissioners, the chief executive officer of each 
city without a city health district and the presi-
dent of the board of trustees of each county town-
ship.

Cincinnati is not represented on this board as it 
has its own health department, as do Norwood, 
Springdale, St. Bernard and Sharonville.

Budget and Financing 
The Hamilton County Department of Health’s
operating budget is approximately $12,700,00. It 
receives funding from a number of sources. In 
2009, almost half of is income was from fees and 
permits (47%), about a third from grants and
contracts (34%). The State still subsidies Health 
Departments, but in 2009, that accounted for only 
1.4% of total revenues. Villages and townships

LWV Cincinnati Area VOTER Program Insert   April 2011   Page 2



costs make up 4.7% and the indigent care levy 
12.5%. The rest comes from sources identified as 
“other”. In 2009 this brought in about $1,500,000 
more than it spent.

TO MERGE OR NOT TO MERGE
The table indicates the services each department 
performs. They do not duplicate services since 
each department only performs services in its own 
jurisdiction. As you can see, both the county and 
the city perform traditional public health func-
tions. The city, however, is involved in treating in-
dividual patients at clinics and in schools.

The motion to City Council requesting a feasibility 
study on merging the two departments states: “in 
order to better use the limited resources of Cincin-
nati and Hamilton County to improve primary 
health care delivery to the uninsured and underin-
sured in our community.” The feasibility study, 
signed by the Cincinnati Health Commissioner, 
Noble Maseru, dated September 15, 2010 pre-
sented to the mayor and council makes it clear 
that the creation of a new combined health dis-
trict is a lengthy legal matter that would have to 
be initiated by both the District Advisory Board 
and Cincinnati City Council.

The Ohio Revised Code also allows residents of 
city and general health districts to petition for an 
election on the issue of combining health districts. 
Either way, the City Charter would have to be 
changed, which would require a citizen’s vote. If a 
change is approved by the electorate, the City 
Manager and the Chair of the County Advisory 
Council would have to negotiate a contract for the 
administration of the new district. Needless to 
say, a merger in time to affect the 2011 budget 
would have been impossible. A reasonable time 
line would be two years.

Alternatively, state law allows health depart-
ments to contract with each other for specific 
services. The contract must be approved by a ma-
jority of both Cincinnati City Council and the 
District Advisory Council. Then the contract is re-
viewed by the Ohio Department of Health to de-
termine that the department providing the serv-
ices is sufficiently organized and equipped to 
provide the adequate service.

The Cincinnati Health Commissioner states that 
such contracting would require changes to the

structure and/or authority of the Cincinnati 
Board of Health and therefore require a change to 
the City Charter, which would require a vote by 
the citizens of Cincinnati.

The request for a feasibility study specifically re-
quested information on how a merger could “use 
the limited resources of Cincinnati and Hamilton 
County to improve primary healthcare delivery to 
the uninsured and underinsured in our commu-
nity…” At the present time, Hamilton County of-
fers no primary care while Cincinnati operates 
eight neighborhood health centers offering on-site 
medical, dental, behavioral, pharmacy and labo-
ratory services.

In his report to Council, the City Health Commis-
sioner states “Hamilton County Indigent Care 
Levy funds should be used to expand the City’s 
primary care services to County as well as City 
residents. Such an expansion would enhance serv-
ices provided to City and County residents, pre-
vent expensive and often unnecessary emergency 
room visits and reduce the financial burden on 
Hamilton County taxpayers to pay for these visits 
via the Hamilton County Indigent Care Levy.” He 
goes on the explain that the Cincinnati Health De-
partment not only has the structure to provide 
primary care, but also has Federally Qualified 
Health Care (FQHC) Look Alike status, which al-
lows it to receive higher reimbursements from the 
federal government for providing comprehensive 
care, pharmaceuticals, grant opportunities and 
workforce development.

Like other health departments in Ohio, the Hamil-
ton County Health Department is looking into 
how to become a FQHC, but the process takes at 
least 2 years. FQHCs will have an increasingly im-
portant role under new federal health care laws.

The City Health Commissioner maintains that a 
contract between the City and County, using Indi-
gent Care Levy monies to fund the necessary for 
the additional resources (physicians, support 
staff and physical properties) and the City’s 
FQHC status could successfully expand primary 
care into the county.

In our April unit meetings, we will discuss this 
concept of the Hamilton County Health Depart-
ment contracting with the Cincinnati Health De-
partment for primary care services in relationship 
to our local LWVCA position Support of Certain 
Criteria for Methods of Service Delivery. 
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A summary of these discussions will be given to 
the Health Care Committee to determine whether 
an action is necessary on this issue and if so what 
actions to take.

LEAGUE POSITION

Background
In 1986, determining that the chances for a major 
structural change in county government seemed 
remote, the LWVCA approved a study of alter-
native methods of service delivery in Hamilton 
County. Material for unit discussions on special 
districts (1987) and privatizing and contracting 
out of services (1988) led to consensus (April, 
1988) on the criteria for judging new proposals for 
service delivery.

Position
The LWVCA supports criteria for service delivery 
in areas of:

1. Relationships with other governments and 
service providers

2. Accountability and responsiveness
3. Taxes, fees and assessments
4. Quality of service.

I. The LWVCA believes the following features are 
of primary importance in judging new proposals 
for service delivery whether directly by govern-
ment unit, public/private contract or a special 
district:

A. In regard to relationships with other govern-
ments or service providers, service provider 
should take part in cooperative planning for 
the region. In the case of special districts, the 
proposal should include firm guidelines for 
dissolution or merging with another district 
or governmental unit.

B. In regard to accountability and responsive-
ness, there should be 1) clear responsibility 
for planning and delivery of the service, 2) a 
clear line of recourse for unsatisfactory serv-
ice, 3) preannounced open board or council 
meetings, 4) accountability to citizens 
through an elected official and 5) annual fi-
nancial and program reports readily avail-
able to the public.

C. Elected officials should approve fees and as-
sessments.

D. The service delivery plan should be the best 
service delivery option in terms of cost-effec-
tiveness (assuming cost-effectiveness means 
the best service for a reasonable price, not 
just low bid); provide for qualified staff to 
plan, to write RFPs (requests for proposals) 
and contracts and to monitor and evaluate 
service.

Other features considered important but without 
consensus on the level of importance are:

1) the service provision not be duplicated by an-
other source,
2) the proposal not have an adverse effect on 
prospects for change in county structure,
3) annual financial and program reports be re-
viewed at state and local level with results of 
that review published, and
4) there be a public referendum on new taxes.

It is the intention that these criteria for service de-
livery be applied in Cincinnati and other munici-
palities and townships as well as at the county 
level.

II. LWVCA members support special districts, 
contractual arrangements (both public/private 
and intergovernmental) and general purpose gov-
ernment as appropriate means of service delivery.
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