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The League of Women \oters is a
nonpartisan political organization
which encourages the informed and
active participation in government
and influences public policy
through education
and advocacy.
Membership is open to all men and
women over 18. For information
call 513-281-8683, or write to the
LWVCA office at
103 Wm H Taft Rd,
Cincinnati, OH 45219,
or email at info@Ilwvcincinnati.org.

LWV DiversiTy PoLicy

The League of Women Voters
recognizes that diverse perspec-
tives are important and necessary
for responsible and representative
decision making.

The LWVCA affirms its commit-
ment to actively seek diversity in
its membership, leadership and
programs.

COMMUNITY

CE,SHARES

of Greater Cincinnati
LWVCA Education Fund is a member
of Community Shares

Revised publication
schedule: This issue
covers November
and December, 2010.
The next issue will
come out in mid
December and will
cover December
2010 and January
2011. Deadline for
submissions for
next issue is

December 3, 2010.

UPDATING STATE TAXATION AND

FINANCE POSITION

By Chris Moran, Fred Heyse, and Gretchen Langdon

Before the League can take action on any policy issue, our
members must agree in broad terms on what they think about
various aspects of the policy issue. Once the League has a position
on a given issue, action can be taken as appropriate without having
to restudy the issue each time action is necessary. During LWV Ohio
Convention 2007, the membership decided that we needed to update
our Taxation and Finance position.

The League is using the consensus method to update the position.

Consensus is the technique for reaching member agreement by group discussion. It is not a
simple majority, nor is it unanimity; rather it is the overall sense of the group as expressed
through the exchange of ideas and opinions, whether in a meeting of the full membership
or a series of smaller discussion meetings. In Cincinnati, the Tax and Finance consensus
meetings will take place at our November units.

Please read your buff pages before the meeting. In coming to a consensus,
remember that it is important to keep League Positions sufficiently general to endure into
the future with various legislative changes. The Corporate Franchise Tax (CFT) section, for
example, is specific language used in the past that was outmoded with recent changes.
When considering modifications to our positions, members may also find it worthwhile to
keep in mind a common structure of various tax revenue streams (Income, Property, Sales,
and Taxes on Business).

Results from the local consensus meetings will go the LWVCA Board, which will
prepare a report to the state board reflecting consensus items and member comments on
taxes and finance. Because this is a state issue, our local League’s views do not constitute a
final League position and
cannot be publicized, either
to members or to the public.
The State Board will analyze
the member agreement
reports from all local
Leagues, develop a position
statement that reflects
member thinking across the
state and will
announce that position to
members and the public.

Once the position
becomes part of the League’s
position statements, the board
can begin taking action on it immediately. All statements of position must be readopted by
League members at the Annual meeting or biennial convention.
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Dear Members,

The League of Women Voters of the Cincinnati Area once again came out in full-
force during this election season. Vice President of Voter Services Susan Banoun
spearheaded our efforts in production of the Who and What of Elections and
SmartVoter.org. Candidate profiles on SmartVoter.org were ready by mid-September
thanks to the efforts of our Voter Services Coordinator, Ann Mitchell. Susan successfully
scheduled the release of the Who and What earlier than in years past to accommodate
early voters.

Our League worked again with the Cincinnati USA Debate Alliance with partners
the Cincinnati USA Regional Chamber, Cincinnatus, Cincinnati Enquirer and WCPO to
bring five televised debates this election season. Our office volunteers handled many
calls on our voter hotline, 281-VOTE, during October.

Our League also had a chance to celebrate our
accomplishments at the Visions for Greater Cincinnati dinner. LWVCA 2010-11 Board of Directors:
Congratulations to the Leadership Cincinnati project team who President: Melissa Currence
received this year’s Daniel J. Ransohoff Civic Award. Their President Elect: OPEN
work in creating the St. Vincent de Paul Charitable Pharmacy is
truly inspirational. Thanks to Doug Bolton from the Cincinnati
Business Courier for being our keynote speaker and to
Marjorie Davies and Sherrie Heyse for planning the event.

As another election season comes to close, | would like
to thank you for your dedication to the League of Women Vice President, Voter Service: Susan Banoun

Voters. We truly do make democracy work. Director, Public Relations: Alice Schneider

Wlelissa @wwmao Director, Membership: Mary Van Ausdall

Director, Unit Coordinator: Susan Lehman

Treasurer: Kim Thompson

Secretary: Glenda Bernstein

Vice President, Program: Nancy Dawley

Vice President, Fund Development: Marjorie Davies
Vice President, Administration: Pinky Kokoshis

BOARD BRIEFS Executive Director: Beth Kochheiser

e \oter Service:

o 100,000 copies of Who and What were printed at a cost of $10,300; distributed at Visions Dinner and in City
Beat; mailing October 6; distribution throughout the month. 10,000 copies were sent to A. Philip Randolph
Institute for outreach to Latino voters.

o Candidates who missed the deadline to be included in the printed version can be included in the online
SmartVoter. As of October 1, 54 out of 78 candidates had profiles on the Smart\oter Site. Ann Mitchell is the
paid contractor for the League working on SmartVoter and Vote411 websites.

o League is co-sponsoring 8 candidate forums: US House Districts 1 and 2, Hamilton County Commissioners,
State Senate District 7, State House District 34, State House District 28, and US Senate-Kentucky. A
complaint was filed with the Ohio Election Commission by Jim Berns, Libertarian candidate for US House
District 1 against the LWVCA and others associated with the Debate Alliance. The Election Commission
found no probable cause and has communicated that finding in writing.

o Radio Reading Services will read the Who and What of Elections aloud for visually impaired voters; a link to
that service will be added to the lwvcincinnati.org.

e Website hack: The commercial server hosting our website and email was hacked; we lost a few days of email and
web service. This service hosts hundred of sites: there is no reason to think the League was specifically targeted.
Because of the hack, we were offline and without email for a few days. Our webmaster worked to resolve the
situation.

e Membership: After membership renewal mailing, 124 of 376 members had renewed as of 10/1/10. The remainder
will be recontacted by email, mail and phone. Due to a change in LWVUS policy, LWVCA could lose about 30
“nationally recruited” members.

e Fundraising/Finances: Treasurers are working with an accountant on annual review, legal status and business
filings. Along with all other fundraisers, (see page 8) Marj Davies organized a Sax Fifth Avenue Coupons campaign
that donated to the League in October; Beth Kochheiser is soliciting information about potential grants appropriate
to League projects.




NaTionAL NEWS

LWVUS ADVOCATES FOR
START TREATY

The League of Women Voters of the United
States commends the Senate Committee on Foreign
Relations for its bipartisan vote in support of the new
START treaty and we urge all Senators to vote for
ratification when START comes to the full Senate for
a vote.

The LWVUS has a long standing position in
support of efforts to reduce the risk of war, including

negotiations on arms control measures. In June 2010,
delegates to our national convention reiterated the
League’s support for this position. We believe that
arms control is essential to reduce the risk of war
and increase global stability. We support the START
Treaty’s goals of achieving a near-term reduction of
nuclear weapons with mutually agreed verification
procedures.

We believe that the START Treaty, which was
signed by President Obama and Russian President
Medvedev on April 8, 2010, will make America
more secure. This is the first arms control agreement
between the United States and Russia in nearly a
decade. The START Treaty includes new verification
requirements, reduces deployed strategic warheads
to 1,550, which is thirty percent below the existing
ceiling, and limits both nations to no more than 700

delivery vehicles.

The League also believes that this treaty is
essential to maintaining a stable strategic relationship
between the United States and Russia. The treaty calls
for regular inspections and timely exchanges of
information regarding nuclear arsenals. The START
Treaty would not only reduce the number of deployed
nuclear weapons in both the United States and Russia
but could influence other nations to follow suit. Just as
the Foreign Relations Committee vote was bipartisan,
S0 too is the widespread support for the treaty. The
many national security advisors who endorse
ratification of the treaty include Secretaries of State
and Defense for former Presidents Reagan, George
Herbert Walker Bush, Bill Clinton and George W.
Bush. The START Treaty also has the support of
Secretary of State Clinton, Secretary of Defense Gates
and Admiral Mullen, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff.

The Committee on Foreign Relations has
taken the first step. The League of Women \Voters
urges Senators to follow suit and vote yes on
ratification of the START Treaty.
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DISCLOSE ACT REJECTED

Source: LWV US

Despite all our efforts, especially the hard work by
the Leagues of Women Voters of Maine and Massachusetts,
the DISCLOSE Act failed by a 59-39 vote in September.
The League lobbied to support the Act, which would have
partially restored transparency to U.S. elections by
requiring disclosure of corporate and union spending in
candidate elections. The League of Women Voters of
Maine’s event to encourage their Senators to support the
bill received wide coverage from national press and press
in Maine. The League issued a statement; sent a letter to
the full Senate; and sent a letter with coalition partners to
Senators Snowe and Collins of Maine and Brown of
Massachusetts, urging them to support the DISCLOSE Act.
We focused on these three Senators’ crucial votes, but they
didn’t come through. The fight continues as we expect the
legislation to be brought to the Senate again in a lame-duck
session after the November elections.

HEALTH REFORM HITS MAIN STREET

Confused about how the new health reform law really
works? The Kaiser Family Foundation presents a short,
animated movie narrated by Cokie Roberts that explains
problems with the current health care system, changes that
are happening now, and the big changes coming in 2014.
http://healthreform.kff.org/the-animation.aspx

BECOME A LWVUS RUTH S. SHUR
FELLOW

As a Ruth S. Shur Fellow, you will receive training in
membership recruitment, leadership development and
coaching best practices; have the opportunity to network
with League leaders from around the country; and make
lasting friendships along the way. Applications and
background information are posted on www.lwv.org.
Applications must be submitted online by December 1, 2010.

“People often say that, in a democracy, decisions are made by
a majority of people. Of course, that is not true. Decisions are
made by a majority of those who make themselves heard and
who vote—a very different thing.” Walter H. Judd (1898-
1994, Congressman from Minnesota)
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IMPACT ON ... ELECTION REFORM: VOTING IN 2010
Source: LWVOhio Education Fund; Excerpted from Voting in 2010: Ten Swing States report from DEMOS and COMMON CAUSE

A Common Cause and Demos’ report reviews a
number of election laws and policies in 10 states
expected to have close elections. In each state, problems
with election laws, policies and practices could impact
election outcomes.

Voter Registration Issues. Up to 3 million eligible
voters were disenfranchised as a result of voter
registration practices.

e In most states, registration deadlines fall nearly
a month before elections. Just as the media are
focusing attention on the races, voters who have
not registered are barred from doing so.

e There are inadequate provisions to allow voters
to update their addresses or party affiliations
once they are registered.

e \oter registration drives can be so restricted by
state law that they become too cumbersome and
expensive to conduct.

e Failure to implement the National Voter
Registration Act (NVRA), which requires state-
based public assistance and disability agencies
to conduct voter registration. Kentucky has seen
a 74 percent decline in registrations from public
assistance agencies between the 1996 and 2008
election cycles.

e State law can create barriers to voting for
formerly incarcerated citizens who have
completed their sentences. Kentucky, for
example, requires a pardon from the governor to
have voting rights restored, effectively blocking
some 186,000 people from voting.

e Flawed processes in compiling and verifying
voter registration databases can lead to rejection
of valid registrations due to typos, poor
handwriting, or other clerical errors.

e State law can unreasonably require an exact
match between data on voter registration forms
and data in existing state databases such as the
Department of Motor Vehicles. In these cases,
simply including or not including a middle name
or transposing of a number can cause a voter’s
registration to be flagged.

Voter Identification. While all states have means by
which voters identify themselves at polling sites,

some states require very specific forms of ID

that are not universally available. That prevents

eligible voters from casting ballots. Even in
states that allow a wide range of types of
identification, election workers often do not
know the law.

Provisional Ballots. All states are now required to offer

voters provisional ballots when problems arise with
registration or voter identification. Rules in some
states are so restrictive that a ballot the voter
believes was valid will in fact be discarded. In a
majority of these states, provisional ballots cast in
the wrong precinct - even through no fault of the
voter — will be disregarded.

Voter Suppression/Deception. In every election, there are

still efforts to intimidate and deceive voters to
suppress turnout via the Internet, flyers, letters, or
robo-calls. Very few states have measures
prescribing actions to be taken by officials if
deceptive practices are perpetrated. In the last
election cycle, robo-calls to voters’ homes gave
voters incorrect polling location information and e-
mails were blasted around the country with
misinformation about the voting date.

Caging-Challenge Laws. Most states allow political

operatives and ordinary voters to block eligible
voters from casting ballots through “caging” and
“challenge” techniques with few evidentiary
requirements and little accountability. In Ohio in
2004, partisan operatives challenged 35,000 voter
registrations based only on returned non-
forwardable mailings.

Challenges for New Citizens and Ethnic Minorities.

States need better policies to help new citizens and
limited English proficient voters overcome barriers
to the voting process.

Overseas and Military Voters. Congress recently passed

the Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment Act
(MOVE) to require mailing of absentee ballots 45
days prior to an election. The 2010 election will be
the first major election in which states have
implemented it; some states are requesting a waiver.
\oters who cast ballots via the Internet are
vulnerable to tampering and computer glitches;
voters who send ballots by e-mail and fax must
often waive their rights to a secret ballot.

OHIO: Obstacles to Voting: While leaders in Ohio

have taken great strides to improve the voting system, there
is still room for improvement. Ohio’s voter registration
deadline - a full 30 days prior to the election - may prevent
many interested citizens from participating. Ohio also has
ongoing issues regarding database matching, though the
Secretary of State has taken major strides to resolve them.
Ohio has had problems with deceptive robo-calls, emails
and other attempts to prevent individuals from voting by

(continued on page 5)
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CLEAN OHIO FUND GRANT FOR MILL CREEK GREENWAY

By John Hunter, Natural Resources Committee

On August 23, Ohio Department of Natural
Resources Director (ODNR), Sean Logan announced a
$405,000 Clean Ohio Trail Fund Grant to the Mill Creek
Restoration Project for the purpose of constructing the third
phase of the Cincinnati’s Mill Creek Greenway Trail in
2011. The second phase is being constructed in Northside
using an ODNR grant from 2009. The third phase will
extend the Northside section of trail in both directions along
Mill Creek. Technical assistance in the development of the
trail will be provided by the National Park Service, Rivers,
Trails, and Conservation Assistance Division.

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE:

COMPLETE STREETS

By Chris Moran

Are you able to safely and comfortably move along
or across the streets you travel on a daily basis? That is the
aim of Complete Streets policies adopted by a growing list
of cities, including Columbus and Dayton. Rather than
building primarily for cars, in
complete streets the entire right
of way enables safe access for
all users: pedestrians,

. bicyclists, motorists and transit
riders.
TMplete'the s By providing safe access,
complete streets can improve
safety, foster stronger
communities, and contribute to
reducing carbon emissions. Short trips can be shifted from
cars to other modes of transportation.

During new or reconstruction project design and
planning, a complete streets policy can be implemented and
be cost effective. Each complete street is unique but
transportation improvements could include wider sidewalks,
curb extensions, roundabouts, raised intersections, street and
sidewalk lighting, pedestrian access improvements.

The LWVCA Transportation Committee is focused
on transportation alternatives. Recent newsletters have
touched on Sharrows along with the plea for motorists to
share the road with bike riders; Metro and new buses; and a
story about a rail conference. A future article will concern
bike plans. March unit discussions will focus on rail and bus
transit. Strong connections among the various modes of
travel promote an area’s economic vitality, quality of live
and healthy environment. An awareness of the different
means of travel might help us all to share the way.

Left to right in photo: State Representative Denise
Driehaus; ODNR Director, Sean Logan; MCRP
Executive Director, Robin Corathers (holding check);
Cincinnati Planning Director, Charles Graves;
Cincinnati Mayor, Mark Mallory

IMPACT ON .... Cont’d from page 4

spreading misinformation; Ohio law is not as
specific as needed to combat such practices. Ohio
continues to toss away provisional ballots that are
mistakenly cast in the wrong precinct by otherwise
eligible voters.

OHIO: Exemplary Voting Laws/
Procedures: The state is improving its
registration practices at state agencies. The state’s
Department of Job and Family Services entered
into a settlement agreement to effectively
implement and monitor the NVRA in November
2009.The first several months of data reporting
under the agreement are encouraging. Ohio also
allows citizens who have finished their prison
sentences to vote. Ohio’s implementation of the
MOVE Act is exemplary. The state also has
exemplary practices with regard to voter
registration outreach to newly naturalized citizens.
To Read the Full Report visit http://
www.demos.org/pubs/2010swing_FINAL.pdf.
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ESTABLISHMENT DEBATE:

Rules of Civic Engagement
5:30pm - 8:00pm, Sunday, November 7
Mayerson JCC, 8485 Ridge Road, Cincinnati, OH 45236

Patrick Henry (Tony Steer) and Thomas Jefferson (Bill Barker) will take the stage to debate the role of religious
affiliation as a qualification for participation in civic society, the foundation for our Constitution’s Separation of Church
and State. Afterwards, a Scholars’ Panel will discuss the contemporary national
and international relevance of this principle. A coffee reception will follow.
The program is presented by Roselawn Community Urban Redevelopment
Corporation, in conjunction with Amberley Village and the Village of Golf
Manor, Mayerson JCC, and The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American
Jewish Archives. It is free, but reservations required: phenpatriot@yahoo.com
or 513-868-8764.
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FOOD INSECURITY:
Promising Interventions for Families and Children
(and how citizens can help)

Sponsored by: Woman'’s City Club

Date: November 3, 2010

Time: 7:00 p.m.

Place: Mt. Auburn Presbyterian Church, 103 William Howard Taft Road

This forum will address inequalities around the issue of food: the impact of food
insecurity on children’s learning and family life, examples of local efforts to
address hunger, gaps in services, and ways citizens can help.

SUSTAINABLE HAMILTON COUNTY:
Reinventing Our Communities

M Sponsored by Hamilton County Planning Partnership

The workshop series is a multi-part event that provides factual data and leading research
HAMILTON COUNTY  findings, encourages critical thinking, and promotes discussion and collaborative action to
. achieve sustainable development in Hamilton County.
Plan ni ng All events are free and open to the public, however registration is required.
B Dates: October 22, November 19, January 21, March 11.
Pa rtners h | p See http://www.hamilton-co.org/hcrpe/she/default.asp for information.
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VISIONS FOR GREATER CINCINNATI, 2010
By Marjorie Davies, VP Fund Development

The LWVCA Education Fund’s Visions
for Greater Cincinnati fund raising dinner was
held October 7 in the Westin Hotel Taft
Ballroom. The event was timed to coincide with
the release of our Who and What of Elections
publication. Renowned wildlife artist John
Ruthven and his wife were special guests and
donated eleven works that were successfully and
amusingly live-auctioned by Jonas Karp of Main
Auction Galleries.

Leadership Cincinnati director Dan

Hurley presented the 2010 Daniel J. Ransohoff
Civic Award to the Leadership Cincinnati Class Artist John Ruthven with auctioneer Jonas Karp
27 project team for creating the St. Vincent de at Visions Dinner.
Paul Charitable Pharmacy. Seven team members
and their spouses, along with St. Vincent de Paul
executive director Liz Carter were on hand for a
moving tribute to Danny Ransohoff.

Keynote speaker Doug Bolton, publisher
of the Cincinnati Business Courier, identified
several opportunities for Cincinnati innovation
leadership. Bolton called upon the region’s major
companies to push for:

e regional government structure

e merging Vision 2015, Northern Kentucky’s
regional planning initiative, with Agenda 360,
the Southwest Ohio regional action plan,

e consolidating all area United Ways into one
campaign,

e re-instituting dialog among various
chambers of commerce and unifying member

dues, and Charitable Pharmacy project team Jason Jackman, Karen
o  sharing services among municipalities, such Bankston, Andy Hawking, Kelley Downing, Ron Christian,
as combining various fire departments. Dan Hurley, Chuck Schroer, Bob Saelinger, Liz Carter at

Visions co-chairs were Sherrie Heyse Visions Dinner.

and Marjorie Davies. We thank our hard-
working volunteers Becky Algenio, Melissa
Currence, Nancy Forbriger, Mary Kay
Gardner, Jeane Goings, Carol Grasha, Marty
Harrington, Fred Heyse, Christopher Knoop,
Doria Neiheisel, Lauri Painter, Helen Rhoad,
Alice Schneider, Dee Shaffer, Kim Thompson,
Alana Mattar Tucker, and Phyllis Vogel.

Fred and Sherrie Heyse with Guest
Speaker Doug Bolton at Visions Dinner.
(Photos by Marjorie Davies)
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FUND RAISING REPORT

By Marjorie Davies, VP Fund Development

Annual campaign: Goals for this year’s

Annual Campaign are $20,000 for the
Education Fund and $5,000 for the
LWVCA, and are needed to provide basic
services. Thank you to members and
supporters who have already given
generously. If you’ve not yet made your
full annual donation, please contribute to
our Education Fund by December 31 to
receive a tax deduction. We can now
accept budget-friendly monthly payments
via credit card; click “donate” on our
home page lwvcincinnati.org.

Cincinnati Art Museum Tours: Two-in-one

Cincinnati Art Museum docent-led tours
will be conducted Thursday and Saturday,
November 11 and 13, 11am — 2pm, to
benefit our Education Fund. Both days,
we tour the special Gainsborough exhibit
for an hour, enjoy lunch in the Castellini
room or museum cafe, and then tour the
Wedding Dress exhibit. Cost is $30 per
person, including a boxed lunch. This will
be a relaxing and memorable outing to
share with friends and family! Reserve by
November 1 with the flyer included in
this issue of the Voter, or online at
Iwvcincinnati.org; click on Upcoming
Events. These private tours are available
only through the League; do not contact
the museum directly.

Joseph Beth Book Fair Fund Raiser: On

Saturday, December 11, the LWVCA
hosts an all-day book fair at Joseph Beth
Booksellers at Rookwood Pavilion in
Hyde Park. Our Education Fund will
receive 20% of sales accompanied by a
League coupon included in this issue of
the Voter and at your unit meetings.
Please include this special fund raiser in
your holiday shopping plans!

Susan B Anthony: Our annual luncheon to

celebrate women’s suffrage is scheduled
for Saturday, February 12 at the Phoenix
downtown.
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MARTHA B. TAFT SOCIETY:

Making a Difference in our Community
By Beth Kochheiser, Executive Director

As a member or friend of the LWVCA you make a
difference in our community by contributing your time,
your talents and in many cases your financial support. |
have had the opportunity to meet many of the dedicated
members whose gifts make possible the work of the
League and the LWV Education Fund. Achieving the
mission of the League depends upon those gifts. Once you
are gone, will your support of the League continue?

In 2009 the League envisioned the Martha B. Taft
Society as a way to recognize and honor those individuals
who have made a provision for the League Education
Fund in their will or estate plan. Members may receive
special recognition at an annual luncheon as well as in the
League’s annual Report to the Community.

If you have any questions or need more
information about how you can continue to make a
difference by remembering the League Education Fund in
your estate plans, please feel free to contact either
Marjorie Davies, VP of Fund Development, or Beth
Kochheiser, Executive Director.

IMPORTANT REMINDER:

Citizen Info for the Visually Impaired
By Beth Kochheiser, Executive Director

Printed material published by the LWVCA is
accessible to our low-vision members and friends via the
Radio Reading Service of the Cincinnati Association for
the Blind and Visually Impaired (CABVI). Each month
The Voter is broadcast and the Who and What of
Elections in Hamilton County is broadcast during
October. Other materials and information will be
broadcast as they become available. CABVI broadcasts
24 hours a day and the broadcast is available within a
50-mile radius of downtown Cincinnati. For more
information on how to be connected with this service,
volunteer as a reader, or to learn more about the
broadcast schedule contact CABVI at 513-221-8558 or
www.cincyblind.org. To learn more about Radio Reading
Service check out the website:
www.ohioradioreadingservices.org.
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LWVCA VOTER AND WEBSITE
SURVEY

By Rina Saperstein, Voter Editor

Twenty-eight league members responded to our survey
asking about how they use the Voter newsletter and
www.lwvcincinnati.org website and what changes they’d
like to see.

The majority would like the newsletter to be published
monthly. Respondents were split almost evenly over
whether they prefer to receive the newsletter in print or
online. (From our webserver we see that of 311 emailed
newsletters, only about 26 click the link to read the
document online.) 75% of respondents liked the length of
stories and of the overall newsletter; the remainder
wanted a shorter format. By a small margin, respondents
wanted to see more stories about LWVCA Committees
and Activities, Cincinnati issues and Hamilton County
issues.

Most members receive their news about state and local
league activities from the LWV CA Voter, but about 40%
read the LWVUS E-News, LWVO E-News or LWV Ohio
Voter (print edition). One respondent suggested that we
provide only short version of State/US reports, assuming
that many have already read LWV state and US
publications.

Other recommendations were: better picture quality;
more use of color especially in the hardcopy version;
more column divisions instead of page-wide articles for
easier reading; keep the info current; Voter editing and
layout is excellent; mix of info is good, though
sometimes out of date; fewer inserted flyers; for emailed
version, include all flyers and inserts together in one
document so recipients don’t have to download two or
three documents and don’t miss anything. One writer
suggested that we urge members to circulate buff pages
as an information source outside the LWV.

Members also were asked to comment on the website:
88% of respondents used it at least monthly for calendar,
SmartVoter, league activities, and positions. One
respondent suggested that it would be helpful to be able
to access complete LWVO and LWVUS positions via our
website instead of just summaries.

FACEBOOK: USING SOCIAL
MEDIA

By Alice Schneider, Director, Public Relations

Facebook has become an essential
communication, collaboration, and marketing tool
for organizations. Would you like to
= learn more about how to Use Social
Media to Attract More Members? On
November 9, 2010, 5-7pm, League of
Women Voters will host a Facebook
training in the Conference Room, Mt.
Auburn Presbyterian Church.
Michele McKinney, Reference/Technology
Librarian at University of Cincinnati Raymond
Walters College Library, will conduct this
training. She will give you the tips and tricks you
need to harness the power of the social
mediasphere. Space is limited. RSVP to Alice
Schneider.

“The measure of success is not whether you
have a tough problem to deal with, but
whether it is the same problem you had last
year.” -John Foster Dulles

The Voter is the official
monthly newsletter of the
League of Women \oters of
the Cincinnati Area.
Editor: Rina Saperstein.
Office Staff: Susan Gorman.
Proofer: Melissa Currence
Layout and design:

Kit Berger.
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: Rubye B. Glenn,

\olunteer Office Coordinator
By Rose Kearney

Many of you have met Rubye by voice only, but
she has kept a full staff for over five years with the smooth
operation of volunteers answering the telephone, office
assistance or whatever is needed.

Rubye is a native of Jonesville, SC. She graduated
from SC State, earned an MA from Michigan State and did
post-graduate work at Ohio State University. Her teaching
career began at a southern college and she retired from
Cincinnati Public Schools. Rubye is mother of a son,
Jeffrey, and daughter, Teresa, and grandmother of Jade and
James.

As an active member in the League, Rubye has
served on the Voter Service Committee, Who and What
Distribution; TRU Distribution; and voter registration. She
is a member of Metro Day Unit. Rubye shares her talents in
the community as a member of the American Association of
University Women, Delta Kappa Gamma Society International; Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority; Charter member of Pan
City Garden Club; Spelling Bee Judge; edits books, speeches and professional papers. She has served as a Sunday
School superintendent... the list goes on and on...

Thank you, Rubye for sharing your experience with the league and for your continued volunteer service in the
community.

IN MEMORIAM

Marylizabeth Crandall passed away on
September 7. A biochemist and a knitter,
she had been a League member since
1953. She is survived by her 3 children
and 3 grandchildren.

Rae Wygant passed away on September
20th. Mrs. Wygant was active with the
League, the UC Women’s Club, and the
Flying Cloud Vintage Dance Troop. She
leaves her husband Foster Wygant, a
daughter and granddaughter.

Susan and Mohammed Banoun with Don Rhoad
and the 2010 Who and What of Elections. 100,000
copies were distributed throughout the community.
As Vice President of Voter Service Susan was the
editor of the Who and What.

(photo by Marjorie Davies)
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CALENDAR: November Unit Meetings

Discussion Topic: Ohio Finance and Taxation

Unit meetings are our grassroots discussions, located at
different places and times so that there’s always one
convenient for YOU! This is your chance to get
involved. All meetings are open. Come, and bring a
friend!

2" Monday 11/8/10

Hilltop: 7:00 pm Location TBA*

Northeast Evening: 7:00 pm Madeira Public Library,
Euclid and Miami Ave

2" Tuesday 11/9/10

College Hill: 11:30 am Home of Lorraine Schulz*
North Central: 12:00 noon, Friendship United
Methodist Church, Springfield Pike & Fleming Rd
Warren County: 7:30 pm Mason United Methodist
Church, 773 Mason-Montgomery Rd

2" Wednesday 11/10/10

Anderson: 7:00 pm Anderson Government Center, 7850
Five Mile Road

Central Evening: 7:15 pm League Office, 103 Wm H
Taft

2" Thursday 11/11/10
Eastern Day: 12:00 noon with brown bag lunch,
Marjorie P Lee Home, 3580 Shaw Ave

3% Wednesday, 11/17/10
Metro Day: 12:00 noon League Office, 103 Wm H Taft

*Note: Hilltop and College Hill meet in individual
member homes. Please see your membership directory
or call the office or your unit chair for these addresses.

There are no units in December- contact your unit chair
regarding holiday activities.

« PLEASE NOTE:

e The League is missing our forum timing kit:
: Stopwatch and red and green timing cards. If you

o have them, please return them to the League Office.e
[ ] [ ]
0 0000000 000OCOCEOCGEOGNOGOEOEONOSONONOEONOEOOOO OO

MEMBERSHIP REPORT:

RENEW OR JOIN THE LEAGUE!
By Mary Van Ausdall, Membership Director

As our year ended, the LWVCA is 376
members strong. Now is the time to re-new your
membership if you have been a member and to initiate
a membership if you are not among the 376 members
already. Dues of $60 help support all the activities and
publications at the local, state and national levels.
Dues cover 1 year, from September 1-August 31.
Reduced dues scholarships are available by request
based on need. To request reduced dues contact
membership@Iwvcincinnati.org.

Whether renewing or initiating membership,
you can send a check to our office or pay by credit
card via PayPal on our website. And while doing so —
invite a friend, colleague or family member to do the
same!

| Join the League of Women \oters
...where hands on work to safeguard democ-

| racy leads to civic improvement.
| All citizens, male and female, 18 years and
| older, are welcome. Take the opportunity now to
support our work promoting democracy and
civic engagement. Dues include Cincinnati.
Ohio, and National membership, including
newsletters from each.

Individual - $60.00

Household - $80.00

Student - $25.00
Dues pose a hardship. | can pay

Optional deductible contribution to LWVCA:

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Mail to LWVCA, 103 Wm. H. Taft,
Cincinnati, OH 45219
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#l_eague of Women Voters of the Cincinnati Area
103 Wm. H. Taft Rd. Cincinnati, OH 45219
13-281-8683 Fax: 513-281-8714
info@Iwvcincinnati www.lwvcincinnati.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER

All meetings are open to the public and are held at the League Office, address above.

Monday Nov1 6:30 pm
Monday Nov1 7:00 pm
Tuesday  Nov 2
Tuesday Nov9  5:00 pm
Thursday Nov 11 11:00am
Thursday Nov 11 7:00 pm
Saturday Nov 13 11:00 am
Monday  Nov 15 7:00 pm
Tuesday Nov16 6:00 pm
Tuesday Nov 16 7:00 pm
Wednesday Nov 17
Wednesday Nov 17 5:30 pm
Monday  Nov22 5:30 pm
Tuesday Nov23 7:00 pm
Nov 24-26
Monday  Nov29 7:00 pm

DECEMBER
Monday Dec6  6:30 pm
Friday Dec 3

Thursday Dec9  7:00 pm

Wednesday Dec 15 5:30 pm

Thursday Dec 16

Saturday Dec 11

Monday Dec22 7:00 pm

Tuesday Dec 28 7:00 pm
Dec 19-31

Board Meeting

Transportation Committee

General Election, Hamilton County Polls open 6:30 a.m.
Facebook Training for LWVCA Social Media

Cincinnati Art Museum Tour $30, reservation required by 11/4
Natural Resources Committee

Cincinnati Art Museum Tour $30, reserve by 11/4

County Government Committee

Investment Committee

LWV Education Fund

Deadline for Reservations- Dinner with the League

Program Development Committee (PDC)

Dinner with the League. (See insert) Kingsgate Marriott, $25
Health Care Committee

League Office Closed

Transportation Committee

Board Meeting

Voter copy for January due to Editor

Natural Resources Committee

Program Development Committee (PDC)

Voter Collating, NE Evening in Charge

Joseph Beth Booksellers Bookfair fundraiser for League
County Government Committee

Health Care Committee

League Office Closed

See our website www.lwvcincinnati.org for more information on upcoming events.

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Cincinnati, OH
Permit No. 1150
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November 2010

UPDATING LWVOHIO’S STATE GOVERNMENT FINANCE
AND TAXATION POSITIONS

The League of Women Voters of Ohio’s (LWVO)
state finance positions were adopted in 1983 and
1989. Since that time there have been changes in
Ohio’s taxes. It is time to review and update the
positions.

Current LWVO Positions on State Finance and
Taxation

Criteria

LWVO supports the following tax principles as

criteria to be used in evaluating individual taxes

and the tax mix in Ohio. Taxes should:

1. Be fair and equitable;

2. Provide adequate funds for government pro-
grams while allowing flexibility for financing
future program changes;

3. Be understandable to the taxpayer and en-
courage compliance; and

4. Be easy to administer.

Income Tax: LWVO supports a personal income
tax as a source of state revenue because it meets
the fair and equitable principles. The state income
tax rates should be graduated.

Property Tax:

1. LWVO supports real property tax relief, fi-
nanced by the state in the form of the Home-
stead Exemption, based on age, income and
disability income.

2. LWVO supports the elimination of the real
property tax rollbacks, both across-the-board
and for owner-occupied homes.

Sales Tax:

1. LWVO supports a change in the base rather
than a change in the rate of the sales tax. We
favor broadening the base by reducing the
number of exemptions.

2. LWVO supports application of the sales tax
to nonessential services, tickets for profes-
sional athletic and entertainment events, and
prepared food purchased for on- or off- prem-
ise consumption.

3. LWVO supports exemptions for food, other
than prepared food, sold for off-premise con-
sumption, prescription drugs, prosthetic and
surgical devices, and items for direct use
(components in manufacturing and agricultural
use).

Tax Mix: LWVO supports the taxes that are cur-
rently in effect. If an increase in state taxes is
needed, LWVO prefers the income tax as a source
of revenue because it tends to be progressive
rather than regressive. Taxes on alcohol and ciga-
rettes are another revenue source if needed. An in-
crease in sales tax, although less desirable, is an-
other possible revenue source.

If a decrease in state taxes is called for, LWVO
supports reducing the sales tax because it is re-
gressive and less equitable. Tax relief for those at
the lower end of the income scale should be con-
sidered if there is an increase in state taxes.

Background to Update of LWVO State Finance
and Taxation Study

The first LWVO state finance study in 1969 fo-
cused on services such as education, welfare, and
mental health. In 1981 the LWVO conducted a
study of state taxes and in 1983 reached consen-
sus on support for the property and sales taxes.
Consensus was reached in 1989 to support the
corporate franchise and income taxes. There have
been significant changes to the tax structure in the
last few years, including repeal of the corporate
franchise tax which was replaced with a Commer-
cial Activity Tax (CAT), repeal of the personal
property tax on business machinery and equip-
ment, decrease in the sales tax, etc. In 2007, the
LWVO appointed a study group to review and
make recommendations to update its positions in
light of the new CAT tax and the phasing out of
the corporate franchise and personal property
taxes.

Members of the LWVO State Finance Update
Committee:

Don Mottley, Columbus, chair
Joan Callecod, Bowling Green
Vicki Kline, Kent

Kurt Miller, Shaker Heights
Roslyn Talerico, Cleveland
Stuart Wright, Columbus





Ohio’s State Tax Structure Overview and
Recent History

Recent Changes:

After the 2001-02 state budget was balanced on
one-time monies, a committee was appointed by
the General Assembly to study state and local
taxes. The momentum for reform continued with
the goals of stimulating jobs and capital invest-
ment in Ohio and slowing down the growth in
government spending. In 2005, the Ohio General
Assembly enacted a substantial tax reform. Many
of the reforms were based on recommendations in
a 2003 report from a bi-partisan Committee to
Study State and Local Taxes and chaired by for-
mer Ohio Tax Commissioner Tom Zaino
(sometimes referred to as the Zaino Committee).
See also Appendix A.

The LWVO opposed the reform package because

of:

e A lack of evidence that the CAT would gener-
ate economic growth or create jobs.

e Cuts to state programs that must be made be-
cause of insufficient revenue.

* Not meeting the fair and equitable standard:
tax responsibility would be shifted from busi-
ness to individuals and from wealthier to low-
and middle-income individuals.

Definition of Key State-level Taxes, including
changes that the 2005 tax reform legislation cre-
ated:

Individual Income Tax: a graduated tax, based on
the adjusted gross income used for Federal income
tax purposes, but with some additional adjust-
ments. Rates ranged from .743% on incomes be-
tween $5,000 and $10,000 to 7.5% for Ohio tax-
able income above $200,000. A 21% rate reduc-
tion was phased in by 2009, reducing the top in-
come tax rate from 7.5% to 5.95%, with no re-
placement revenue to the State.

Corporate Franchise Tax: a tax based on the greater
of 8.5% of a corporation’s Ohio income or 4 mills
on a corporation’s Ohio net worth. This was
phased out for all non-financial corporations, go-
ing completely to 0% in 2010, also with no re-
placement revenue to the State.

Sales and Use Tax: a tax levied on all sales of tan-
gible personal property, unless a statutory ex-

emption applies, and on certain services listed in
the sales tax statute. One of the sales exemptions

is for food sold for human consumption off the
premises where sold. The Ohio sales and use tax
applies to the retail sale, lease, and rental of tan-
gible personal property as well as the sale of se-
lected services in Ohio. The Ohio use tax applies
to the storage, use, or consumption of tangible
personal property in Ohio - or the receipt of the
benefit of selected services in Ohio - if sales tax
was not paid to the vendor or seller. The current
state sales and use tax rate is 5.5%, but nearly all
Ohio counties have at least some additional
county tax.

Commercial Activity Tax (CAT): an annual business
privilege tax measured by gross receipts from
business activities in Ohio. Businesses in Ohio
with gross receipts of $150,000 or more must reg-
ister for the CAT and make payments. The tangi-
ble personal property tax (a LOCAL TAX) was
phased out, with the revenue loss to school dis-
tricts and other local governments replaced by this
new statewide Commercial Activity Tax (CAT).
The CAT, when fully phased in by the end of
2010, is essentially a .26% tax on a business’ Ohio
gross receipts.

Excise taxes on alcohol and tobacco products:
these are taxes above and beyond the normal
sales tax on these products; these have a basic
motivation of changing people’s behavior via
higher taxation and are sometimes known as
“sin taxes.”

Special taxes on certain regulated businesses
(insurance, financial institutions, public utilities,
horse racing, and “dealers in intangibles”) as well
as a motor fuel tax that is constitutionally ear-
marked for highway purposes. These “special
taxes” were not covered by the LWVO study.
(Note: The current League criteria allow LWVO to
take a stand on them.)

Note: LWV O cannot take a stand on specific proposed
or existing local taxes at the local level, although local
Leagues with relevant positions may do so. However,
based on application of our positions, LWV O can take
a stand on state legislation regarding categories of
taxes which localities are permitted to adopt.
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Proposed Updates to the LWV of Ohio State Finance and Taxation Positions
LWYVO State Finance Update Committee

The committee has reviewed the existing League positions and is proposing an update of the state fi-
nance and taxation policies of the League of Women Voters of Ohio (LWVO). Language proposed to
be added for an update is underlined, while language proposed for deletion is strieken-through-

*kk%

1. CRITERIA (Adopted July 1989):

LWVO supports the following tax principles as criteria to be used in evaluating individual taxes and

the tax mix in Ohio. Taxes should:

1. Be fair and equitable; *

2. Provide adequate resources for government programs while allowing flexibility for financing future
program changes;

3. Be understandable to the taxpayer and encourage compliance;

4. Be easy to administer;

5. Promote economic competitiveness. (1.A.)

In applying these criteria, greater weight should be given to the first two criteria addressing fair and eq-
uitable taxes and adequacy of resources. (1.B.)

1.A. Consensus Question
1.A. Should “promote economic competitiveness” be added as a fifth criterion?

Yes No No consensus

Background Discussion:

“Economic competitiveness” is based on the premise that a tax system “should not impose an undue
burden on taxpayers,” either individuals or corporations, “particularly as compared to similarly situ-
ated taxpayers in other states.”+

Pros:

e “A tax system should represent a meaningful part of a state’s living, working and business environ-
ment.”#

e If a tax system is not economically competitive, it could cause businesses and individuals to relocate
to other states where the tax burden is less—thus reducing Ohio’s tax revenue.

e If Ohio’s tax system is not economically competitive, the state may be at a disadvantage in attract-
ing new businesses and attracting talented individuals. Both these groups would pay taxes, thus
raising additional state revenues.

* As it assesses taxes and the tax mix, LWVO has been interpreting “fair and equitable” as a tax sys-
tem that promotes horizontal equity by imposing similar tax burdens on similarly situated taxpayers,
and promotes vertical equity by recognizing different abilities to pay. Also considered is whether there
is fair distribution of tax liabilities across all economic sectors. (John Hart, Richard Marountas and
Richard Sheridan, Taxing Issues Redux 2009, Center for Community Solutions)

t Ibid

¥ Ibid.

Cons:

* By also considering economic competitiveness when evaluating proposed / existing taxes and the
tax mix, Ohio runs the risk of entering into a race with other states to have the lowest tax rates. This
will not benefit the state in the long term.

* Ohio’s ability to compete could be harmed by its inability to provide services due to lower tax reve-
nues.
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1.B. Consensus Question

1.B. In applying these criteria, should greater weight be given to the first two criteria addressing fair
and equitable taxes, and adequacy of resources?

Yes No No consensus

Background Discussion: As currently written all of the League State Finance / Tax Criteria (League
criteria) are entitled to equal weight. This may not accurately reflect LWVO priorities.

Pros:

* Giving greater weight to fairness and equity ensure a just tax system for Ohioans.

* Adequate revenues are essential to ensure Ohioans receive vital services.

 Ease of understanding, ease of administration (and if approved, economic competitiveness) are im-
portant but not as critical to ensuring a fair tax system with adequate revenues.

* Giving the same weight to all of the League criteria could result in support for a tax that is funda-
mentally unfair.

Cons:

LWVO has successfully used the existing League criteria to date and should be able to do so in the fu-
ture.

e “Greater weight” is a nebulous standard that will be difficult to apply.

e The League criteria are entitled to equal weight.

2. CORPORATE FRANCHISE TAX (Adopted July, 1989):

Option 1: LWVO supports the-eerperatefranchisetax taxes on businesses as a source of state revenue,
especially because businesses should help pay for services received.

Option 2: Eliminate the position: AN O-supperts-the-corporatefranchisetax-as-a-source-ofstatereve-

A_Qcna Q
= 2oy < cH1y—pecat Sa-

Note: the title of the section would be reworded to reflect any change, if approved.

2. Consensus Question

Option 1: Should the reference to “the corporate franchise tax” be replaced by “taxes on businesses”?
Or

Agree with Option 1 Agree with Option 2 No consensus

Background Discussion

The broadening of the position to “taxes on businesses” would explicitly allow LWVO to evaluate and
take a stand on any and all state-level business tax legislation. Evaluation of a business tax would be
based on the approved League criteria, just as all other state taxes are. Using the League criteria, the
League would generally favor a corporate income tax as being fair and equitable but would evaluate
it—like any proposed tax change—by considering all League criteria. If the League were to add the cri-
terion of economic competitiveness, this would also be considered.

Pros to Option 1, replacing “corporate franchise tax” with “taxes on business”:

e The corporate franchise tax has been repealed, so support for it is no longer appropriate.

* A more general statement regarding support for business taxes will explicitly enable LWVO to take a
stance on any business tax that may be proposed using League criteria.

e Although League criteria already provide the tools for the League to evaluate and take a stand on
existing or proposed business taxes, the change would make the business section parallel to the
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other sections, i.e., Income Tax, Property Tax, etc. — and the State Finance / Tax section internally
consistent.

Pros to Option 2, eliminating the position:

* The tax position should name specific taxes that currently exist, such as the Corporate Activities
Tax (CAT Tax).

e The proposed update is redundant. The League criteria’s general reference to the “individual taxes
and the tax mix” already allows LWVO to take a position on all existing and proposed state taxes,
including business taxes. For example, business taxes that can be evaluated include, but are not be
limited to:

A Commercial Activity Tax,

A Corporate Income Tax,

A Corporate Franchise Tax (should it be proposed again),
A Tangible Personal Property Tax,

e No statement on business taxes is needed because LWVO can take a position on how rates could be
changed based on League criteria. For example, LWVO could take a stand on:

Establishing a trigger in business tax rates to allow those rates to be increased or decreased, and
Tax structures providing incentives for investment in businesses and economic growth.

3. INCOME TAX (Adopted July 1989):
LWVO supports a personal income tax as a source of state revenue because it meets fair and equitable
tax principles. The state income tax rates should be graduated.

Note: There is no proposed update to this position.

Background Discussion

This position, coupled with the League criteria, allows the LWVO to weigh in on:

— State personal income tax, regardless of whether it is designed to be or is progressive, regressive or
flat; and

— Tax credits (exemptions) in personal income tax structures for persons of all income levels.

Note: Based on League criteria in place, the League would favor exemptions for low-income taxpayers and op-
pose those for high-income taxpayers in keeping with “fair and equitable” and “graduated.” As always, all
other League criteria would be taken into consideration, too, however, before taking a definitive stand on a par-
ticular tax proposal.

4. PROPERTY TAX (Adopted March 1983)

1. LWVO supports real property tax relief, financed by the state, in the form of the Homestead Ex-
emption based on age, income, and disability income.

2. LWVO supports the elimination of the real property tax rollbacks, both across-the-board and for
owner-occupied homes, providing the rollbacks do not unduly burden low-income individuals and
families.

4. Consensus Question

4. Should LWVO condition its support for the elimination of real property tax rollbacks by the re-
quirement that they not unduly burden low-income individuals and families?

Yes No No consensus

Background Discussion
Property taxes are regressive taxes, but they play a key role in financing school systems. They cannot
be eliminated without wholesale change in the current tax structure to support schools.
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The League’s support for property tax relief financed by the state in the form of the Homestead Ex-
emption based on age, income and disability meets the fairness requirement and, when financed by the
state, will be revenue neutral.

A rollback of taxes on residential property may be desirable as reducing a regressive tax, but it would
require LWVO consideration of the effect of a rollback on the adequacy of resources to provide essen-
tial services, equity and fairness and the other League criteria (including economic competitiveness, if
adopted). The League criteria for fairness and equity allow LWVO to support means-testing for real
property tax rollbacks to ensure the tax relief is equitable. The introduction of means testing for prop-
erty tax relief programs (that is, providing the relief to tax payers whose income and/or assets are be-
low a certain threshold) would be designed to make the relief programs equitable per LWVO criteria
and increase revenues.

The position allows LWVO to address real property tax rollbacks on all property, including business
property, e.g., commercial and industrial.

Pros:

e Applying the League criteria enables the League to take a position on any proposed changes to the
property tax structure, but specificity to the qualification for rollbacks provides greater clarity.

e [tis important to specify LWVO will not support rollback of property taxes if the result is to un-
fairly shift the tax burden to those least able to pay.

Cons:

* The property tax is regressive and should be reduced or opposed without qualification.

» Repeal of real property tax rollbacks eliminates confusion, increases revenue and should be sup-
ported.

¢ “Unduly burden” is a nebulous standard.

5. STATE SALES TAX (Adopted March 1983; revised June 1989)

1. LWVO supports a change in the base rather than a change in the rate of the sales tax. We favor
broadening the base by reducing the number of exemptions.

2. LWVO supports application of the sales tax to nonessential services, tickets for professional athletic
and entertainment events, and prepared food purchased for on- or off-premise consumption.

3. LWVO supports exemptions for food, other than prepared food sold for off-premise consumption,
prescription drugs, prosthetic and surgical devices, and items for direct use (components in manu-
facturing and agricultural use).

Note: There are no updates proposed to this position.

Background Discussion

This position, coupled with the League criteria, defines the considerations LWVO must weigh when

considering its stand on all existing and proposed sales taxes and related programs, including but not

limited to:

— Programs whose goal is to make it easier to collect taxes on out-of-state sellers who deliver products
to Ohio;

— Increasing the base by taxing additional nonessential services;

— Raising taxes on luxury items;

— A sales tax on food sold for on-premise consumption, and for prepared food (“to go” food) for off-
premise consumption; and

— State-level legislation that addresses local-option sales taxes.

As always, determination of LWVO'’s stand on a particular sales tax would consider all League crite-
ria.
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6. TAX MIX (Adopted July 1989)

- (6.A.) If an increase in state revenue +axes
is needed, LWVO prefers corporate income tax, followed by personal income tax as a source of reve-
nue because income taxes tend #-+ends to be progressive rather than regressive. (6.B.) Applying means
testing to state property tax-relief programs would increase the revenue generated by the tax and make

the system more equitable by not unduly burdening low-income individuals and families. (6.C.) Taxes
on alcohol and eigarettes tobacco (6.D.) are another revenue source if needed. An increase in sales tax,
although less desirable, is another possible revenue source; preference is given to expanding the base,
followed by an increase in the sales tax rate. (6.E.)

If a decrease in state taxes is called for, LWVO supports reducing the sales tax because it is regressive
and less equitable. Tax Relief for those at the lower end of the income scale should be considered if
there is an increase in state taxes.

Background

Given the wide variety of state taxes possible (and their bases and rates), the Tax Mix section seeks to
outline LWVO's general preferences when evaluating proposals to generate more tax revenue or lower
taxes.

6.A. Consensus Question
6. A. Should the following sentence be deleted: “LWVO supports the state taxes currently in effect”?

Yes No No consensus

Background Discussion
At the time this position was adopted, the tax mix in effect was different than today.

Pros:

* The tax mix changes over time.

* The sentence restricts LWVO from advocating for changes to the current tax mix—whatever is
“current” at any point in time—that may better meet Ohio’s needs.

Con: No Cons identified.

6. B. Consensus Question

Option 1: Should LWVO specify the following preference: “If an increase in state revenue taxes is
needed, LWVO prefers the corporate income tax, followed by personal income tax as a source of reve-
nue because income taxes tend #+tends to be progressive rather than regressive”?

Or
Option 2: Should the sentence remain as it is? (That is, “If an increase in state taxes is needed, LWVO
prefers the income tax as a source of revenue because it tends to be progressive rather than
regressive”?)

Agree with Option 1 Agree with Option 2 No consensus

Background

The preference in the current Tax Mix position only specifies “income tax.” The addition proposed for
the position specifies corporate income taxes as the first preferred source of revenue, with personal in-
come tax second. As always, the League criteria would be used to evaluate any changes and take into
consideration fairness and equity, adequacy, ease of administration, etc.

Pros to Option 1, specifying a preference for corporate over personal income tax:
* The addition maintains income tax as the preferred source of revenue.
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e The addition adds clarity and specificity to the position regarding which type of income tax should
be sought/increased if the state needs additional revenue.

Pros to Option 2, retaining the original language with no income-tax preference specified:

¢ Specifying a preference for raising corporate income taxes before personal income taxes is restrictive.
There may be circumstances when it is more equitable to support increasing the personal income tax
rather than corporate income tax. For example, Ohio may substantially increase corporate income
taxes relative to personal income taxes.

e Corporate income taxes and personal income taxes should be treated equally.

e Ohio currently does not have a corporate income tax.

6. C. Consensus Question

6. C. Should the following be added to the Tax Mix position: “Applying means testing to state prop-
erty tax-relief programs would increase the revenue generated by the tax and make the system more eg-
uitable by not unduly burdening low-income individuals and families”?

Yes No No consensus

Background Discussion

LWVO's support for means testing is implicitly permitted by the criterion for fair and equitable taxes.
Means testing of property tax relief programs would reduce tax relief to higher-income individuals and
families.

Pro:

e Means-testing property tax-relief programs will generate more revenue from those people more able
to pay, because it would reduce their tax relief.

* Adding means testing to these tax programs while retaining property tax relief for lower-income tax-
payers would improve the equity of the tax system and partially address the regressive character of
property taxes.

e The tax mix, if revised, would more clearly emphasize considerations that would make it more equi-
table.

Cons:

* Means testing is unfair and will create greater dissatisfaction with the tax system.

* Means testing stigmatizes people.

* The proposed revisions are not necessary; they are adequately covered in the Sales Tax position.
* Means testing adds to the cost of administration.

6. D. Consensus Question

6. D. Should “tobacco” replace “cigarettes” in the following: “Taxes on alcohol and eigarettes tobacco
are another revenue source if needed?

Yes No No consensus

Background Discussion
The proposed change allows LWVO to support a broader tax on tobacco products.

Pro:
“Tobacco” is more general than “cigarettes” so taxing tobacco products would generate more revenue.

Cons:

Taxes on cigarettes are regressive; the tax should not be expanded by applying it to a broader con-
sumer group.
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6. E. Consensus Question

6.E. Should the following be added regarding an increase in sales tax: “An increase in sales tax, al-
though less desirable, is another possible revenue source; preference is given to expanding the base, fol-

lowed by an increase in the sales tax rate”?

Yes No No consensus

Background Discussion
Since the Sales Tax position supports a change in the base rather than a change in the rate of the sales
tax, this specifies the same preference.

Pro:
It adds clarity by defining what LWVO prefers in the Tax Mix when considering expansion of the sales
tax.

Con:
It is unnecessary because the Sales Tax position defines the same preference.
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Consensus Questions: Updates for LWVO’s State Finance and Taxation Positions
NOTE: Please use this separate Consensus Report Form to report results.

The committee has reviewed the existing League positions and is proposing an update of the state fi-
nance and taxation policies of the League of Women Voters of Ohio (LWVO). Language proposed to
be added for an update is underlined, while language proposed for deletion is st

1. CRITERIA (Adopted July 1989):
1.A. Consensus Question: Should “promote economic competitiveness” be added as a fifth criterion?

Yes No No consensus

1.B. Consensus Question: In applying these criteria, should greater weight be given to the first two crite-
ria addressing fair and equitable taxes, and adequacy of resources?

Yes No No consensus

2. CORPORATE FRANCHISE TAX (Adopted July, 1989):

2. Consensus Question:

Option 1: Should the reference to “the corporate franchise tax” be replaced by “taxes on businesses”?
Or

Option 2: Should the position be eliminated? (That is: “E WAV O-supperts-the-corporatefranchise-tac

Agree with Option 1 Agree with Option 2 No consensus

3. INCOME TAX (Adopted July 1989):
Note: There is no proposed update to this position.

4. PROPERTY TAX (Adopted March 1983)

4. Consensus Question: Should LWVO condition its support for the elimination of real property tax roll-
backs by the requirement that they not unduly burden low-income individuals and families?

Yes No No consensus

5. STATE SALES TAX (Adopted March 1983; revised June 1989)
Note: There are no updates proposed to this position.

6. TAX MIX (Adopted July 1989)

6.A. Consensus Question: Should the following sentence be deleted: “EWWO-supports-the-state-taxes
errrenthytreteet” 7

Yes No No consensus
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6. B. Consensus Question:

Option 1: Should LWVO specify the following preference: “If an increase in state revenue taxes is
needed, LWVO prefers the corporate income tax, followed by personal income tax as a source of reve-
nue because income taxes tend #+tends to be progressive rather than regressive”?

Or
Option 2: Should the sentence remain as it is? (That is, “LWVO prefers the income tax as a source of
revenue because it tends to be progressive rather than regressive”?)

Agree with Option 1 Agree with Option 2 No consensus

6. C. Consensus Question: Should the following be added to the Tax Mix position: “Applying means

testing to state property tax-relief programs would increase the revenue generated by the tax and make
the system more equitable by not unduly burdening low-income individuals and families”?

Yes No No consensus

6. D. Consensus Question: Should “tobacco” replace “cigarettes” in the following: “Taxes on alcohol
and eigarettes tobacco are another revenue source if needed”?

Yes No No consensus

6. E. Consensus Question: Should the following be added regarding an increase in sales tax: “An in-
crease in sales tax, although less desirable, is another possible revenue source; preference is given to ex-
panding the base, followed by an increase in the sales tax rate.”

Yes No No consensus

ADDENDUM
If you would like more information about state finance and tax issues, please see:

1. Report of the Committee to Study State and Local Taxes (Created in accordance with Amended
Substitute Senate Bill 261 of the 124th General Assembly). Tax Commissioner Thomas M. Zaino, Chair.
March 1, 2003.

Available at HYPERLINK
http:/ / tax.ohio.gov/channels/research /documents/CSSLT_Final_Draft.pdf

2. Taxing Issues Redux 2009 by John Habat, Richard Marountas and Richard Sheridan.
Available at HYPERLINK
http:/ / www.communitysolutions.com/images/upload / resources / TIR-2009-Web-PDF.pdf

From the Center of Community Solutions, a private, nonprofit organization and a United Way agency
(Cleveland) that helps policymakers, community leaders, and service providers to identify health, so-
cial, and economic challenges, and to target resources toward sound, cost-effective solutions. It was
formerly the Federation for Community Planning.
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League of Women Voters of the Cincinnati Area
Private Two-in-One Tours at Cincinnati Art Museum
November 11 and 13

These private, docent-led tours benefit the LWVCA Education Fund. Either day, tour the
Gainsborough exhibit at 11 am, enjoy lunch in the Castellini room or museum cafe, then tour
the Wedding Dress exhibit at 1 pm. Cost for the double tours: $30 per person including
box lunch. Share a relaxing and memorable outing with friends and family! Reserve by
November 1 with the form below or online at Iwvcincinnati.org; click on Upcoming Events.
Offer available only through the League; do not contact the museum directly.

Wedded Perfection:
Two Centuries of Wedding Gowns

Wedded Perfection unravels
more than 200 years of the
evolution of the wedding
gown paralleled with the
social, economic and
political status of the
women they adorned.

Wedded Perfection features
over 50 gowns from the late 18th-century to
modern designers including Vera Wang, Yohji
Yamamoto and Geoffrey Beene. Nineteenth-
century economic expansion and the
establishment of the bridal industry in the
post-World War Il era transformed the
wedding gown from a symbol of purity to a
vehicle for displaying wealth.

The exhibition will explore the 21st-century
bride as the centerpiece of an elaborate
theatrical presentation and her wedding gown
as an integral part of the spectacle. Organized
by the Museum’s Curator of Fashion Arts and
Textiles Cynthia Amneus.

Thomas Gainsborough
and the Modern Woman

The exhibition is the first to
focus specifically on the
notions of modernity and
femininity in Georgian
England from the
perspective of Thomas
Gainsborough’s
groundbreaking portraits of
women.

Featuring 16 paintings, Thomas Gainsborough
and the Modern Woman opens in Cincinnati
and will travel to the San Diego Museum of
Art. It will coincide with the restoration of the
Cincinnati Art Museum’s iconic portrait of Ann
Ford (Mrs. Thicknesse), and also features a
choice selection of period dresses.

Organized by the Museum’s Curator of
European Painting, Sculpture and Drawings,
Benedict Leca.

Name Phone
Guests Amount Enclosed
Sandwich Choices: Turkey Club Amish Chicken Bacon/Lettuce/Avocado

Clip and return to: LWVCA, 103 W H Taft Rd, Cincinnnati OH 45219
RESERVATIONS CLOSE NOVEMBER 3.
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League of Women Voters of the Cincinnati Area
Joseph Beth Book Fair Fund Raiser
Saturday, December 11

On Saturday, December 11, the LWVCA hosts an all-day book fair at Joseph Beth Booksellers
at Rookwood Pavilion in Hyde Park. Our Education Fund receives 20% of sales accompanied
by a League coupon (see below). More coupons to share with friends and family are
available at the League office or downloadable from our website Iwvcincinnati.org; click on
Upcoming Events.

League volunteers will be on hand staffing a special gift wrap table near the fireplace, where
we can display and distribute League materials and place a tip jar. Volunteers are still
needed for this worthwhile and enjoyable event. Contact Marjorie Davies for more
information.

Please include this excellent fund raiser in your holiday shopping plans!

JOSEPH-BETH BOOKSELLERS
IS PROUD TO SUPPORT THE
|_LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

20% of your bookstore purchase
and 10% in Bronte Bistro
will be donated back to LWVCA Education Fund

Valid on December 11, 2010

(Exoludes giftards, newspapers, and fems dEcounted 20% or more)

Joseph-Beth Booksellers—Rookwood Pavilion—2692 Madison Road, Cmeinnati, OH
513-396-896 0—www.josephbeth.¢com

JOSEPH-BETH BOOKSELLERS
IS PROUD TO SUPPORT THE
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

20% of your bookstore purchase
and 10% in Bronte Bistro
will be donated back to LWVCA Education Fund

Valid on December 11, 2010

(Ex‘cludee. iffzards, newspapers and fterms discourted 20% or more)

Joseph-Beth Booksellers—Rockwood Pavilien—2692 Madison Read, Cincinnati, OH
513-396-8960—www.josephbeth.com
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ATV

Join Us for

DINNER WITH THE LEAGUE

Sponsored by the League of Women Voters of the Cincinnati Area

Monday, November 22, 2010

Speaker: Paul Muller
Executive Director,
Cincinnati Preservation Association

Topic: “Historic Preservation:
It’s Not About The Past
Creating a Vital Future for Cincinnati”

5:30 Social Time
6:00 Dinner
6:45 Speaker

At the Marriott Kingsgate Conference Hotel at UC
151 Goodman Drive, Cincinnati, OH 45219

(Complimentary Garage Parking or Valet Parking Available)
Directions to Kingsgate: West on Wm. H. Taft to slight rt. on Jefferson; slight left on Vine St. to rt.
on Goodman Dr. Signs direct you to Conference Center and valet parking or parking garage.

For additional information, call 513-281-8683
Make your reservation by Nov. 17" by sending the following form and check or registering and
paying online at www.lwvcincinnati.org.

Please reserve ___ seat(s) for Dinner with the League at The Kingsgate Marriott Conference
Center on Monday, Nov. 22, 2010 at 5:30 PM.

Name(s) Telephone #

Address

I will be coming only for the presentation following the dinner at no cost.

Dinner preference is (Check one for each person attending. You will be responsible for the $25
charge.):

___ Grilled Chicken with Tomato Jus and Basil Pesto

____Baked Cod with Sharp Cheddar and Crisp Bacon

___ Farfalle Pasta with Grilled Vegetables and Fresh Mozzarella

All above entrees include salad, vegetable, rolls, coffee or tea, and dessert.

Amount enclosed ($25.00 per meal, gratuities included)

Send reservation, meal choice, and check for $25.00 per person (payable to “LWVCA”) by
Nov. 17" deadline to: LWVCA, 103 Wm. H. Taft Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45219.






